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The Book of Joshua 
Israel Takes Possession of God’s Promised Land 

Fear the Lord and serve him with integrity and faithfulness.  Get rid of the 
gods your ancestors served on the other side of the Euphrates River and in 
Egypt and serve only the Lord.  But if you don’t want to serve the Lord, 
choose whom you will serve.  Even if you choose the gods your ancestors 
served on the other side of the Euphrates or the gods of the Amorites in 
whose land you live, my family and I will still serve the Lord. Joshua 24:14-15 

The story of Israel’s conquering of the land of Canaan in 1,250 BC. 
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Author’s Preface 

          
This is an exciting book.  Moses has died and Joshua is taking over leadership of God’s Chosen 
People.  Randy Smith, a pastor in Florida and a teacher in the Great Commission Bible 
Institute, has remarkable teaching videos on this book.  He spends some time tracing Moses’ 
training of Joshua as a leader. 

1)  Joshua learned that a physical battle against God’s people can only be won with prayer. While 
Joshua fought the Amalakites, Aaron and Hur were helping Moses keep his hands raised to 
God in prayer. Ater the battle, God said be certain to tell Joshua I will put out any remembrance 
of Amalek from under Heaven.  Exodus 17:9-13 

2)  At Mount Sinai, Moses conducted a covenant Ceremony.  He built an altar, set up 12 sacred 
stones, sacrificed bulls as burnt offerings, read the Book of YHWH’s covenant to people who 
agreed to it.  Then Moses sprinkled blood on the people.  Then Moses, Aaron and his sons and 
seventy leaders of Israel went up the mountain to have a meal with God.  Joshua was not 
included.  But then when Moses went back up the mountain talk with God receiving the plans 
for the Wilderness Tabernacle for 40 days and 40 nights and receive God’s Ten Words written 
on tablets of stone, Joshua waited for him on the mountain.  What did Joshua do all that time 
he was waiting for Moses?  Exodus 24:13 

3)  While Joshua waited for Moses on Mount Sinai, when Moses rushed down to deal with the 
commotion in the camp below, Joshua told Moses: There is a noise of war in the camp.  But 
Moses corrected him saying: It’s the sound of wild celebration.  Moses was teaching Joshua to 
have more discriminate hearing.  Exodus 32:17-18 

4)  After the Golden Calf incident, Moses set up a separate tent outside the camp.  There he 
used to meet with God.  Joshua was with Moses and saw the intimate friendship between 
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Moses and God.  What a great learning experience this was.  After Moses returned to the camp, 
Joshua stayed in the tent. Exodus 33:7-11 

5)  Moses complained to God when the people complained about him.  So God said he would 
take some of the Spirit he had given Moses and would give it to 70 of Israel’s leaders to assist 
Moses in leading the people.  Joshua was told that two men had been prophesying that were 
not among the 70.  When he told Moses this, Moses simply said: I wish all YHWH’s people 
were prophets and that YHWH would put his Spirit on all of them.  Joshua learned the secret 
of Moses’ meekness. Numbers 11:16-17;265-29 

6)  Joshua was one of the twelve spies sent into Canaan to spy it out.  Out of the twelve, only 
two, Joshua and Caleb, voted to proceed into the land trusting that God would protect them.  
The other ten voted to return to Egypt.  Joshua learned here that in leadership, one would not 
always be popular when they did the right thing.  But one must always do what is right.  
Numbers 14:6-9 

7)  Moses asked God: Please appoint someone over the community who will lead them in and 
out of battle so that YHWH’s community will not like sheep without a shepherd.  YHWH said 
to Moses: take Joshua, son of Nun, a man who has the Spirit, and place your hand on him.  Give 
him some of your authority so the whole community will obey him.  Joshua learned not to accept 
leadership until it was given to him.  Deuteronomy 27:15-18 

Joshua was a remarkable leader who overcame stiff opposition from the people living on 
Canaan.  Only one Canaanite people made a treaty of peace with Joshua, the people of Gibeon.  
Joshua 9:15 

I hope you enjoy reading the course as much as I enjoyed preparing it. 

Shalom in Jesus,  

Rusty   
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Introduction 

There is a narrow strip of land separating Mesopotamia from Egypt.  This is the land called 
Canaan.  It is a land that is easily traversed and difficult to defend against invasion.  God selected 
this land around 2,000 BC to give to the descendants of Abraham, who originally came from 
Mesopotamia, moved with his family to Haran next to the Euphrates River, and then left his family 
to move south to Shechem in the middle of the small land called Canaan.   

Here Abraham built an altar to YHWH.  Abraham lived in Canaan 100 years.  His grandson 
Jacob, re-named Israel by God, had twelve sons.  One son, Joseph, was so favored by Jacob that 
his jealous brothers sold him to some Arab traders, who took him to Egypt to sell as a slave.  While 
in Egypt, Joseph explained a dream of the Pharaoh, so that the Pharaoh made Joseph his Prime 
Minister around 1700 BC.  All of Jacob’s family, about 70 men, then moved to Egypt from 
Beersheba, where they had been living.   

These Israelites, the sons of Jacob, grew and prospered in Egypt.  They grew in population so 
much the Pharaoh decided to restrict them by enslaving them with heavy labor.  400 years later, 
YHWH sent Moses, an Israelite who had been rescued from genocide of the Pharaoh by the 
Pharaoh’s daughter and raised in the palace, to lead the Israelites out of Egypt.  YHWH sent 10 
plagues on Egypt convincing the Pharaoh to allow the Israelites to leave.   

Led by Moses, the 600,000 Israelite warriors and the families went to Mount Sinai in Median to 
acquaint themselves with God, form an army organization to march and to camp in formation, 
receive revelation from YHWH that told them how to live, and build a wilderness tabernacle in 
which to worship YHWH. This took only one year.  Then they left for Canaan, but after spying 
out the land, they refused to enter, not trusting YHWH to give them the land he had promised 
Abraham’s descendants.  

So God forced them to travel for the next 40 years in the desert until all the original Israelite 
warriors had died and a new generation of warriors had arisen.  At the end of the 40 years, Moses 
died and Joshua was made the new leader.  This is where the Book of Joshua begins.  The year is 
about 1250 BC. 

God placed his Chosen People on this land to be a kingdom of priests and a holy nation. Exodus 
19:6.  God wanted these Israelites to bless all the families of the world Genesis 12:3 by introducing 
them to YHWH, the creator of heaven and earth, and his revelation about ways of holy living in 
his creation.  God expressed this dream in a prophecy he gave to his prophets, Isaiah and Micah: 

In the last days the mountain of YHWH’s house will be established as the 
highest of the mountains and raised above the hills.  All the nations will 
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stream to it.  Then many people will come and say: Let’s go to the mountain 
of YHWH, to the house of the God of Jacob.  He will teach us his ways so 
that we may live by them.  The teachings will go out from Zion.  YHWH’s 
word will go out from Jerusalem. Isaiah 2:2-3; Micah 4:1-2 

But would Israel ever do this?  
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Session One 

Entering the Promised Land and the Camp at Gilgal 
Joshua 1-5 

 

THE SCRIPTURE TEXT 

Chapter 1 

YHWH Instructs Joshua 
1 After the death of YHWH’s servant Moses, YHWH said to Moses’ 
assistant Joshua, son of Nun:  2 My servant Moses is dead.   

Moses is mentioned as God’s servant 18x in Joshua.  Joshua must wait until Joshua 24:29 to be 
called God’s servant. 

Now you and all these people must cross the Jordan River into the land that 
I am going to give the people of Israel.  3 I will give you every place on which 
you set foot, as I promised Moses.  4 Your borders will be the Arabian desert 
on the south, nearby Lebanon to the Euphrates River (the country of the 
Hittites) on the north, and the Mediterranean Sea on the west.  

God calls Joshua to become the leader of Israel at about the same age God called Moses to 
become his prophet at the burning bush at Mount Sinai.  He is about 80 years old.  Joshua came 
out of Egypt when he was about 40 years old and has been Moses’s assistant for 40 years.  
Remember, we first meet Joshua in the Bible when he leads the army against the Amalakites. 

5 No one will be able to oppose you successfully as long as you live. I will be 
with you as I was with Moses.  I will never neglect you or abandon you.  6 Be 
strong chazaq and courageous ‘amats because you will help these people take 
possession of the land I swore to give their ancestors. 
7 Only be strong chazaq and very me’od courageous ‘amats , faithfully doing 
everything in the teachings towrah that my servant Moses commanded you.  
Don’t turn away from them.  Then you will succeed wherever you go.  8 Never 
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stop reciting these teachings towrah.  You must think about them night and 
day so that you will faithfully do everything written in them.  Only then will 
you prosper and succeed. 

The written teachings of Moses, the towrah, is mentioned 9x in Joshua.   

9I have commanded you: Be strong chazaq and courageous ‘amats !  Don’t 
tremble or be terrified, because YHWH your God is with you wherever you 
go.  

These words echo the last words Moses spoke to Joshua at the end of the Book of 
Deuteronomy: 

[ Then Moses called for Joshua and said to him in the presence of all Israel: 
Be strong chazaq and courageous ‘amats.  You will go with these people into 
the land that YHWH will give them, as he swore to their ancestors.  You 
will help them take possession of the land.  YHWH is the one who is going 
ahead of you.  He will be with you.  He won’t abandon or leave you.  So 
don’t be afraid or terrified. Deuteronomy 31:7-8 ] 

[ YHWH gave this command to Joshua, son of Nun: Be strong chazaq and 
courageous ‘amats, because you will bring the Israelites into the land that I 
swore to give you, and I will be with you. Deuteronomy 31:23 ] 

The People Promise to Obey Joshua 
10 Then Joshua ordered the officers of the people:  11 Go through the camp.  
Tell the people: Get your supplies ready.  In three days you will cross the 
Jordan River to take possession of the land YHWH your God is going to 
give you.  

Joshua Reminds the Tribes Living East of Jordan They Will March in Front 
12 Next, Joshua said to the tribes of Reuben and Gad and half of the tribe of 
Manasseh:  13 “Remember what YHWH’s servant Moses commanded you.  
Moses said: YHWH your God will give you this land — a place to rest nuwach.  
14 Your wives, children, and livestock may stay in the land that Moses gave 
you east of the Jordan River.  
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However, all your best soldiers must march in battle formation ahead of your 
relatives.  You must help your relatives 15 take possession of the land YHWH 
your God is going to give them.  Then they will have a place to rest nuwach like 
you do.  After that, you may go back and take possession of the land east of 
the Jordan River which YHWH’s servant Moses gave you.  

The story of the tribes and Reuben and Gad requesting land east of the Jordan River is told in 
Numbers 32:1-42. 

The People Again Promise to Obey Joshua 
16 The people responded to Joshua: We’ll do everything you tell us and go 
wherever you send us. 17 We will obey you as we obeyed Moses.  May 
YHWH your God be with you as he was with Moses. 18 Whoever rebels 
against your authority or does not obey your orders will be put to death.  Just 
be strong chazaq and courageous ‘amats ! 

The concept of rest is an important concept in this book.  What does it mean that God gives 
rest ?  Is it peace, the absence of violence, or satisfaction?  Or is it the confidence that God is 
fulfilling his promises?  A person can rest or have confidence in God while experiencing 
difficulties, knowing that God is in charge and allowing the difficulties to occur.  Even after the 
seven-year conquest of the land was over, there was still much land still to be taken from the 
Canaanites, and the pesky Philistines were never removed. 

Crossing the Jordan means more than simply entrance into heaven, as some Christians songs 
suggest.  It means entering into God’s Promised Land or having Eternal Life now with the 
Holy Spirit in your life leading you in a journey of sanctification with daily fellowship with God 
the Father and the Son.  God is with you wherever you will go is a key promise of the Book of 
Joshua. He will never abandon you or forsake you.  This kept Joshua going. 

Chapter 2 

Joshua Sends Spies to Jericho 
1 From Shittim Joshua, son of Nun, secretly sent out two men as spies.  He 
told them: Go look at that country, especially the city of Jericho.  So they 
went to Jericho and entered the house of a prostitute named Rahab to spend 
the night there. 
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2 The King of Jericho was told: Some Israelites have entered the city tonight.  
They came to gather information about our land.  3 So the King of Jericho 
sent messengers to Rahab, who told her: Bring out the men who came to 
your house.  They came here to gather information about the entire land.  
4 But the woman had already taken the two men inside and hidden them.  So 
she said: Yes, the men did come here.  But I didn’t know where they had 
come from.  5 When it was dark and the gate was just about to close, they left.  
I don’t know where they went.  If you hurry, you’ll catch up with them.  6 (She 
had taken them up to the roof and covered them with the flax which she had 
laid up there.) 
7 The king’s men pursued them on the road leading to a shallow place to cross 
the Jordan River.  As soon as the king’s men had left, the gate was closed. 

Rehab Confesses Her Faith in YHWH 
8 Before the spies fell asleep, Rahab went up to them on the roof. 9 She said 
to them: I know YHWH will give you this land.  Your presence terrifies us.  
All the people in this country are deathly afraid of you. 10 We’ve heard how 
YHWH dried up the water of the Red Sea in front of you when you left 
Egypt.  We’ve also heard what you did to Sihon and Og, the two kings of the 
Amorites, who ruled east of the Jordan River.  We’ve heard how you 
destroyed them for YHWH.  11 When we heard about it, we lost heart.  There 
was no courage left in any of us because of you.   

Rahab Asks for the Israelites’ Protection 

YHWH your God is the God of heaven and earth.  12 Please swear by 
YHWH that you’ll be as kind to my father’s family as I’ve been to you.  Also 
give me some proof 13 that you’ll protect my father, mother, brothers, sisters, 
and their households, and that you’ll save us from death.  
14 The men promised her:  We pledge our lives for your lives.  If you don’t tell 
anyone what we’re doing here, we’ll treat you kindly and honestly when 
YHWH gives us this land.  
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15 So she let them down by a rope from her window since her house was built 
into the city wall.  She lived in the city wall.  16 She told them:  Go to the 
mountains so that the men who are pursuing you will not find you.  Hide 
there for three days until they return to Jericho.  Then you can go on your 
way.  
17 The men told her: We will be free from the oath which you made us swear 
if you tell anyone what we’re doing here.  18 When we invade your land, tie this 
red cord in the window through which you let us down.   

Also, gather your father, mother, brothers, and all your father’s family into 
your house.  19 Whoever leaves your house will be responsible for his own life.  
We will be free from that responsibility.  But we will take responsibility if 
anyone inside your house is harmed.  20 If you tell anyone what we’re doing 
here, we will be free from the oath which you made us swear.  
21 I agree, she said.  So she let them go and tied the red cord in the window. 
22 The men went to the mountains and stayed there for three days until the 
king’s men returned to Jericho.  The king’s men had searched for them all 
along the road but had not found them.  23 Then the two spies came down 
out of the mountains, crossed the Jordan River, and returned to Joshua, son 
of Nun.  They told him everything that had happened to them.  24 They told 
Joshua: YHWH has given us the whole country.  The people who live there 
are deathly afraid of us.  

Here is part of the Song of the Sea that Moses and the people sang after God had destroyed 
the Egyptian soldiers who had chased them across the Red Sea 40 years before: 

[ Lovingly, you will lead the people you have saved.  Powerfully, you will 
lead them to your holy dwelling.  People will hear of it and tremble.  The 
people of Philistia will be in anguish.  The tribal leaders of Edom will be 
terrified.  The powerful men of Moab will tremble.  The people of Canaan 
will be deathly afraid.  Terror and dread will fall on them.  Because of the 
power of your arm, they will be petrified until your people pass by, O 
YHWH, until the people you have purchased pass by. Exodus 15:13-16 ] 
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Apparently, God had given Moses the words of this song and had predicted the fast report of 
the success of the Israelites throughout Canaan and its environs. 

Chapter 3 

The Israelites Cross the Jordan River  
1 Joshua got up early the next morning.  He and all the Israelites left Shittim.  
They came to the Jordan River where they camped before crossing. 
2 Three days later the officers went through the camp.  3 They told the people:  
As soon as you see the ark of the covenant of YHWH your God and the 
Levitical priests who carry it, break camp and follow them.  4 However, stay 
about half a mile behind them.  Don’t come any closer to them so that you 
will know which way to go because you have not gone this way before.  
5 Joshua told the people: Perform the ceremonies to make yourselves holy 
because tomorrow YHWH will do miracles among you.  
6 Joshua also told the priests: Take the ark of the covenant, and go ahead of 
the people.   They did as they were told. 
7 Then YHWH said to Joshua: Today I will begin to honor you in front of all 
the people of Israel.  I will do this to let them know that I am with you just 
as I was with Moses.  8 Order the priests who carry the ark of the covenant: 
When you step into the water of the Jordan River, stand there.  
9 So Joshua said to the people of Israel: Come here and listen to the words of 
YHWH your God.  10 Joshua continued: This is how you will know that the 
living God is among you and that he will certainly force the Canaanites, 
Hittites, Hivites, Perizzites, Girgashites, Amorites, and Jebusites out of 
your way.       
11 Watch the ark of the covenant of YHWH of the whole earth as it goes 
ahead of you into the Jordan River.  12 Choose one man from each of the 12 
tribes of Israel.  13 The priests who carry the ark of YHWH, YHWH of the 
whole earth, will stand nuwach-rest in the water of the Jordan.  Then the water 
flowing from upstream will stop and stand up like a dam.  
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14 So they broke camp to cross the Jordan River.  The priests who carried the 
ark of the covenant went ahead of the people.  15 (The Jordan overflows all its 
banks during the harvest season.)  When the priests who were carrying the 
ark came to the edge of the Jordan River and set foot in 16 the water, the water 
stopped flowing from upstream.   

The water rose up like a dam as far away as the city of Adam near Zarethan.  
The water flowing down toward the Sea of the Plains  -- the Dead Sea -- was 
completely cut off.  Then the people crossed from the east side of the Jordan 
River directly opposite Jericho. 
17 The priests who carried the ark of YHWH’s covenant stood firmly on dry 
ground in the middle of the Jordan until the whole nation of Israel had 
crossed the Jordan River on dry ground. 

The ark of the covenant was covered when the Israelites traveled unlike the picture above.  It 
was the holiest religious furnishing in the wilderness tabernacle enshrined in the holy of holies.  
Above the ark, God had spoken to Moses.  The space between the cheribims was called the 
mercy seat.  Only the High Priest was able to enter the holy of holies and only on one day of the 
year – the Day of Atonement. 

So the ark of the covenant symbolized the presence of God himself as the pillar of cloud and 
smoke and fire had ceased. 

Chapter 4 

A Reminder of the Crossing 
1 The whole nation finished crossing the Jordan River.  YHWH had told 
Joshua:  2“Choose one man from each of the 12 tribes.  3 Order them to pick 
up 12 stones from the middle of the Jordan where the priests’ feet stood firmly.  
Take the stones along with you and set them down where you will camp 
tonight.  
4 Joshua called the 12 men whom he had selecte, one from each tribe.  5 He 
said to them: Go to the middle of the Jordan River in front of the ark of 
YHWH your God.  Each man must take a stone on his shoulder, one for 
each tribe of Israel.  6 This will be a sign for you.  
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In the future your children will ask: What do these stones mean to you?  7 You 
should answer: The water of the Jordan River was cut off in front of the ark 
of YHWH’s covenant.  When the ark crossed the Jordan, the river stopped 
flowing.  These stones are a permanent reminder for the people of Israel.  
8 The people of Israel did as Joshua had ordered.  They took 12 stones, one 
for each of the tribes of Israel. They took them from the middle of the Jordan 
as YHWH had told Joshua.  They carried them to the camp and set them 
down there. 
9 Joshua also set 12 stones in the middle of the Jordan River where the priests 
who carried the ark of the covenant had stood.  The stones are still there 
today. 
10 The priests who carried the ark remained standing in the middle of the 
Jordan.  They stood there until everything YHWH had ordered Joshua to 
tell the people had been carried out.  This was as Moses had told Joshua.  
The people hurried to the other side. 11 As soon as everyone had crossed, the 
priests with YHWH’s ark crossed and went ahead of them. 
12 The men of Reuben, Gad, and half of the tribe of Manasseh did as Moses 
had told them.  They marched across in battle formation ahead of the people 
of Israel.  13 About 40,000 armed men crossed the river in front of YHWH to 
the plains of Jericho for battle. 

Note that not all the warriors of these tribes from the eastern side of the Jordan River came with 
Joshua to Canaan.  Some remained behind to guard the women and children.  These were 
probably their elite warriors. 

14 On that day YHWH honored Joshua in the presence of all the Israelites.  
As long as Joshua lived, the Israelites respected him in the same way they had 
respected Moses. 

The writer never relates any rebellion against Joshua in this book. 

15 YHWH said to Joshua: 16“Order the priests who carry the ark of the 
testimony covenant to come out of the Jordan River.  17 So Joshua ordered the 
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priests: Come out of the Jordan.  18 The priests who carried the ark of 
YHWH’s covenant came out of the middle of the Jordan.  When their feet 
stepped onto dry land, the water of the Jordan returned to its seasonal flood 
level. 

The Israelites Make Their Camp at Gilgal  
19 On the tenth day of the first month, the people came out of the Jordan 
River.  They made their camp at Gilgal, just east of Jericho. 20 At Gilgal 
Joshua set up the 12 stones they had taken from the Jordan.  

 21 He said to the people of Israel:  In the future when children ask their 
parents:  What do these stones mean? 22 the children should be told that 
Israel crossed the Jordan River on dry ground.    

YHWH your God dried up the Jordan ahead of you until you had crossed, 
as he did to the Red Sea until we had crossed.  24 YHWH did this so that 
everyone in the world would know his mighty power and that you would fear 
YHWH your God every day of your life.  

Chapter 5 

Preparations for the First Passover in Canaan 
1 All the Amorite kings west of the Jordan River and all the Canaanite kings 
along the Mediterranean Sea heard that YHWH  had dried up the Jordan 
River so that the Israelites could cross.  So they lost heart and had no courage 
left to face the people of Israel. 
2 At that time YHWH spoke to Joshua: Make flint knives, and circumcise 
the men of Israel.  3 So Joshua made flint knives and circumcised the men of 
Israel at the Hill of Circumcision  
4 This is the reason Joshua circumcised them:  All the soldiers had died on 
the way through the desert after they left Egypt.  5 The men who left Egypt 
had been circumcised.  However, the men born later, on the way through the 
desert, were not circumcised.   
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6 For 40 years the Israelites wandered through the desert until all their 
soldiers who left Egypt died. They died because they disobeyed YHWH.  
YHWH swore that he would not let them see this land flowing with milk 
and honey which he had sworn to give our ancestors. 
7 The sons who took their place had not been circumcised on the way.  So 
Joshua circumcised them.  8 When all the men had been circumcised, they 
remained in the camp until they recovered. 
9 YHWH said to Joshua: Today I have removed the disgrace of Egypt from 
you.  So Joshua named the place Gilgal -- the name it still has today. 
10 The people of Israel camped at Gilgal in the Jericho plain.  There they 
celebrated the Passover on the evening of the fourteenth day of the month.  
11 On the day after the Passover, they ate some of the produce of the land, 
unleavened bread and roasted grain.  12 The day after that, the manna 
stopped.  The people of Israel never had manna again.  That year they began 
to eat the crops that grew in Canaan. 

The Commander of YHWH’s Army Speaks with Joshua 
13 When Joshua was near Jericho, he looked up and saw a man standing in 
front of him with a sword in his hand.  Joshua went up to him and asked: Are 
you one of us or one of our enemies?  14 He answered: Neither one.  I am here 
as the commander of YHWH’s army.   

Immediately, Joshua bowed with his face touching the ground and 
worshiped.  He asked: Sir, what do you want to tell me?  15 The commander 
of YHWH’s army said to Joshua: Take off your sandals because this place 
where you are standing is holy.  So Joshua did as he was told. 

This encounter echoes Moses at the burning bush Genesis 3:2 or Jacob encountering the man 
he wrestled with at Penuel. Genesis 32:24 

WHAT HAVE WE LEARNED SO FAR? 

Moses has died and Joshua has been selected by YHWH as the new leader of the Israelites.  
God now speaks to Joshua, telling him to cross the Jordan River and he will help Joshua take 
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possession of the land God promised to Abraham’s descendants.  Joshua tells the people to get 
ready to move in three days. 

Then Joshua sends spies to go to Jericho to spy out the land.  The spies stay in Jericho with 
Rahab, a prostitute.  Rahab hides the spies when the king of Jericho’s men question her as the 
spies were recognized.  She tells them the spies left earlier before dark.  Then Rahab confesses 
her faith that YHWH will give the Israelites Canaan and asks for protection.  The spies agree. 

The next morning the Israelites left Shittim and camped at the Jordan River.  Officers told the 
people, when you see the Levites carrying the ark of the covenant, follow them about one half 
mile behind them.  Joshua told the people: Make yourselves holy because tomorrow God will 
do a miracle.  Tomorrow God will raise up the waters of the Jordan River like a heap so that 
you can cross on dry land.  Choose one man from each tribe to memorialize this event. 

Although the Jordan was at flood stage, when the priests carrying the ark of the covenant 
stepped into the water, it stopped flowing.  Then the men chosen from each trip picked up a 
stone from the middle of the river and carried it on to the camp at Gilgal.  The priests with the 
ark remained in the Jordan until everyone had crossed.  Ahead of the people 40,000 armed 
warriors from Reuben, Gad and Manasseh marched. 

It was the tenth day of the first month of the 41st year after leaving Egypt when the people 
entered the land and camped at Gilgal.  The 12 stones were set up in the camp as a memorial.  
Then Joshua had all the men circumcised.  On the evening of the 14th day, they celebrated the 
Passover and the manna stopped. 

The session closes with Joshua meeting the commander of YHWH’s army.  This is probably 
the messenger God had told Moses would accompany them when they left Mount Sinai 40 
years earlier. 

THINGS TO THINK ABOUT 

1.  Notice that Joshua tells the people to make themselves holy before God performs the miracle 
at the Jordan River on the next day.  This is the same thing Moses told the people before God 
spoke his Ten Words on Mount Sinai.  Why is this procedure necessary? 

2.  What did the spies learn about Canaan by going to Jericho? 

3.  How did word get so quickly to Jericho about Israel’s conquering the land of King Og and 
King Sihon?  The people living in Jericho also knew about God’s dividing of the Red Sea.  Was 
there a great deal of trading going on in this area? 
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4.  Notice that by circumcising the men, Joshua put all of his warriors out of commission for at 
least three days.  During this time the Canaanites could have attacked.  What does this say 
about their faith in God’s protection? 

5.  Why didn’t Moses circumcise the male sons eight days after they were born as God had 
commanded Moses?  We think back to the time when Zipporah saved Moses life when God 
attempted to kill him. Exodus 4:24-26.  Did Moses think circumcision was not that important?  
But it was important to God.  

[Any uncircumcised male must be excluded from his people because he 
has rejected my covenant.  Genesis 17:14 ] 

6.  The Israelites are not mentioned as having celebrated a Passover during the 40 years of 
wilderness wandering.  Why not?  The last Passover celebrated was at Mount Sinai.  There is 
no mention of celebrating Pentecost or the Feast of Tabernacles either.  Why not? 

7.  Apparently  the Sabbath was celebrated during the 40 years of wandering as a man was killed 
for gathering sticks on the Sabbath Day. Numbers 15:32.  But there is no further mention.  Why 
not? 

8.  What does the name Gilgal mean and symbolize? 

EXTRA CREDIT 

The ark of the covenant symbolized God’s presence, as he said he would meet with Moses above 
the mercy seat between the two cheribims.  The ark of the covenant is mentioned 30x in Joshua, 
28x in Exodus, but 40x in 1 Samuel and 21x in 2 Samuel.  But, it is only mentioned once in 
Leviticus, 6x in Numbers, and 8x in Deuteronomy, although mercy seat is mentioned 16x in 
Exodus, 4x in Leviticus and once in Numbers.  Why is this? 

What is the importance of this symbolic furnishing of the ark in the wilderness tabernacle, and 
what part does it play in Joshua?  The last time the ark is mentioned is in 1 Kings 8:21 where 
Solomon says he has set it in his Temple. 

Remember that the pillar of cloud of smoke and fire had led Israel for the past 40 years.  Now 
the ark of the covenant will serve the same purpose. 
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Session Two 

The First Attacks and Then a Covenant Renewal 
Joshua 6-8 

 

THE SCRIPTURE TEXT 

Chapter 6 

Jericho Is Destroyed 
1 Jericho was bolted and barred shut because the people were afraid of the 
Israelites.  No one could enter or leave. 
2 YHWH said to Joshua: I am about to hand Jericho, its king, and its 
warriors over to you.  3 All the soldiers will march around the city once a day 
for six days.  4 Seven priests will carry rams’ horns ahead of the ark.  But on 
the seventh day you must march around the city seven times while the priests 
blow their horns.  5 When you hear a long blast on the horn, all the troops 
must shout very loudly. The wall around the city will collapse.  Then the 
troops must charge straight ahead into the city.  

The Israelites had no equipment to overcome the walls of the city.  Their only human option 
was to convince the King of Jericho to surrender.  It was only by God’s supernatural strength 
that the walls of the city would come down.  Marching silently around the city would put much 
fear in the inhabitants of the city.  When the walls came crashing down, the city was easy to 
capture. 

6 Joshua, son of Nun, summoned the priests.  He said to them: Pick up the 
ark of the covenant, and have seven priests carry seven rams’ horns ahead of 
YHWH’s ark.  
7 He told the troops:  March around the city.  Let the armed men march 
ahead of YHWH’s ark.  
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8 After Joshua had given orders to the troops, the seven priests carrying the 
seven rams’ horns ahead of YHWH marched off as they blew their horns.  
The ark of YHWH’s covenant followed them. 9 The armed men went ahead 
of the priests, who blew their horns. The rear guard followed the ark while 
the priests continued to blow their horns. 
10 Joshua ordered the troops:  Don’t shout, make any noise, or let one word 
come out of your mouth until I tell you to shout.  Then shout.  11 So YHWH’s 
ark went around the city once.  Then they went back to the camp and stayed 
there for the night. 
12 Joshua got up early in the morning.  The priests carried YHWH’s ark.  
13 The seven priests carrying the seven rams’ horns were ahead of it.  The 
priests blew their horns as they went.  The armed men were ahead of them 
and the rear guard followed YHWH’s ark while the horns blew continually.  
14 They went around the city once on the second day and returned to the 
camp.  They did this for six days. 
15 On the seventh day they got up at dawn.  They marched around the city 
seven times the same way they had done it before.  That was the only day they 
marched around it seven times.  16 When they went around the seventh time, 
the priests blew their rams’ horns. 

Joshua said to the troops: Shout, because YHWH has given you the city!  
17 The city has been claimed by YHWH.  Everything in it belongs to 
YHWH.  Only the prostitute Rahab and all who are in the house with her 
will live because she hid the messengers we sent.  
18 But stay away from what has been claimed by YHWH for destruction, or 
you, too, will be destroyed by YHWH.  If you take anything that is claimed 
by YHWH, you will bring destruction and disaster on the camp of Israel.  
19 All the silver and gold and everything made of bronze and iron are holy and 
belong to YHWH. They must go into YHWH’s treasury.  
20 So the troops shouted very loudly when they heard the blast of the rams’ 
horns, and the wall collapsed.  The troops charged straight ahead and 
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captured the city.  21 They claimed everything in it for YHWH.  With their 
swords they killed men and women, young and old, as well as cattle, sheep, 
and donkeys. 
22 But Joshua said to the two spies: Go to the prostitute’s house. Bring the 
woman out along with everything she has as you swore you would do for her. 
23 The spies went and brought out Rahab, her father, mother, brothers, 
everything she had, and even all of her relatives.  They gave them a place 
outside the camp of Israel.  24 Then Israel burned the city and everything in 
it.  But they put the silver and gold and everything made of bronze and iron 
into YHWH’s treasury.  25 Joshua spared the prostitute Rahab, her father’s 
family, and everything she had.  She still lives in Israel today because she hid 
the messengers Joshua had sent to look at Jericho. 
26 At that time Joshua pronounced this curse: 

YHWH will curse 
    whoever comes to rebuild the city of Jericho. 
It will cost him his firstborn son 
    to lay the foundation. 
It will cost him his youngest son 
    to set up the city doors.  

27 So YHWH was with Joshua and his fame spread throughout the land. 

Chapter 7 

Achan’s Sin and Its Consequences 
1 The people of Israel proved to be disloyal about the things claimed by 
YHWH.  Achan, son of Carmi, grandson of Zabdi, great-grandson of Zerah, 
and a member of the tribe of Judah, took something that had been claimed 
by YHWH.  So YHWH became angry with the people of Israel. 
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2 Joshua sent men from Jericho to Ai.  Ai is near Beth Aven, east of Bethel.  
He said to them: Go look at that country.  So the men went and looked at 
Ai. 
3 They came back to Joshua and told him: You don’t need to send all the 
troops.  Only about two or three thousand ‘eleph men are needed to destroy 
Ai.  Don’t tire the troops out by sending all of them.  There are only a few 
troops in Ai.  
4 So about three thousand ‘eleph men were sent.  However, they fled from the 
men of Ai.  5 The men of Ai killed about thirty-six shelowshiym shesh of them, 
chasing them from the city gate to the slope of the stone quarries. Israel’s 
troops lost heart and were scared stiff. 

One of these two numbers appears to be wrong: three thousand or thirty-six. 

6 Joshua and the leaders of Israel tore their clothes in grief.  They put dust on 
their heads and bowed down to the ground in front of YHWH’s ark.  They 
stayed there until evening.  
7 Joshua said:  

Almighty YHWH, why did you bring these people across the Jordan 
River?  Was it to hand us over to the Amorites so that they could destroy 
us?  I wish we had been content to live on the other side of the Jordan, 
8 O YHWH, what else can I say after Israel ran away from its enemy?  
9 When the Canaanites and everyone who lives in the land hears about it, 
they will surround us and remove every memory of us from the earth.  
What will you do then so that your great name will be remembered?  

Joshua has really lost heart.  This apparently is his most discouraging moment in the entire 
Book of Joshua.  But remember, Moses also lost heart. 

10 YHWH said to Joshua: Get up!  What are you doing bowing on the 
ground?  11 Israel has sinned.  They have ignored the requirements that I have 
placed on them.  They have taken what I claimed for myself and put it among 
their own goods.  They have not only stolen, but they have also lied. 
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12 The people of Israel will not be able to defend themselves against their 
enemies.  They will run away from their enemies because the people of Israel 
are now claimed for destruction.  I will not be with you anymore unless you 
destroy what I have claimed for myself. 
13 “Get up!  Tell the people: Get ready for tomorrow by performing the 
ceremonies to make yourselves holy.  This is what YHWH God of Israel 
says:  You have what I claimed for myself, Israel.  You will not be able to 
defend yourselves against your enemies until you get rid of what I have 
claimed.  
14 In the morning you must come forward by tribes to the tent of meeting.  The 
tribe YHWH selects will come forward by families.  Then the family 
YHWH selects will come forward by households, and the household 
YHWH selects will come forward man by man.  15 The man who is selected, 
along with everything he has, must be burned because he has stolen what 
YHWH has claimed.  He has ignored YHWH’s requirements and done a 
godless thing in Israel.  
16 Joshua got up early in the morning.  He had Israel come forward by tribes.  
The tribe of Judah was selected.  17 Then he had the families of Judah come 
forward and the family of Zerah was selected.  Then he had the family of 
Zerah come forward man by man, and Zabdi was selected.  18 Then he had 
Zabdi’s household come forward man by man and Achan was selected.  
Achan from the tribe of Judah was the son of Carmi, grandson of Zabdi, and 
great-grandson of Zerah. 
19 Joshua said to Achan: Son, give honor and praise to YHWH God of Israel.   
Tell me what you have done.  Don’t hide anything from me.” 
20 Then Achan answered Joshua: It’s true.  I have sinned against YHWH 
God of Israel.  This is what I did:  21 I saw a fine robe from Babylonia, five 
pounds of silver, and a bar of gold weighing about one pound among the 
loot.  I wanted them, so I took them.  You will find them buried inside my 
tent with the silver beneath them.  
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22 Joshua sent messengers and they ran to the tent.  The loot was buried 
inside with the silver beneath it.  23 They took the loot from the tent and 
brought it to Joshua and all the people of Israel.  Then they laid it out in the 
presence of YHWH. 
24 Joshua and all Israel took Achan, son of Zerah, the silver, the robe, the bar 
of gold, his sons and daughters, his cattle, his donkeys, his sheep, and his tent 
— everything he had — and brought them to the valley of Achor  meaning disaster. 
25 Then Joshua said: Why did you bring this disaster on us? YHWH will 
bring disaster on you today.   

And all Israel stoned Achan and his family to death.  Then they burned the 
bodies and piled stones over them.  26 They made such a large pile of stones 
over Achan that is still there today.  Then YHWH withdrew his burning 
anger.  For this reason that place is still called the valley of Achor today.  

Two later prophets refer to the valley of Achor. Hosea 2:15; Isaiah 65:10 

Chapter 8 

Israel’s Victory at Ai 
1 YHWH said to Joshua:  Don’t be terrified or afraid.  Take all the troops 
with you and march against Ai.  I am about to hand the King of Ai, his 
people, city, and land over to you.  2 You will do the same thing to Ai and its 
king that you did to Jericho and its king.  However, you may take its loot and 
livestock for yourselves.  Set an ambush behind the city.  
3 So Joshua and all the soldiers started to march against Ai.  Joshua picked 
30,000 of his best soldiers and sent them out at night 4 with these orders:  Set 
an ambush behind the city.  Don’t go very far away from the city.  Everyone 
must be ready.   
5 I’ll approach the city with the rest of the troops.  When they come out to 
attack us as they did the first time, we will run away from them.  6 They’ll 
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come out after us and we will lure them away from the city.  They’ll say: 
They’re running away from us just like the first time. 

As we run away from them, 7 you come out of hiding and capture the city.  
YHWH your God will hand it over to you.  8 When you have captured the 
city, set it on fire.  Do what YHWH says. These are your orders.  9 So Joshua 
sent them out and they hid.  They took their position west of Ai, between 
Bethel and Ai.  Joshua spent the night with the troops. 
10 Joshua got up early in the morning and assembled the troops. Then he and 
the leaders of Israel led the army to Ai.  11 All the troops with him marched 
until they were near the city.  They camped north of Ai with the ravine 
between them and Ai. 
12 Joshua had taken about five thousand men and had them hide between 
Bethel and Ai, west of the city.  13 All the troops were positioned.  The main 
camp was north of the city, and the other troops were hiding west of the city.  
That night Joshua went down into the middle of the valley. 
14 When the King of Ai saw the main camp, he and all his troops got up early 
in the morning.  They rushed out toward the plains to meet Israel for battle, 
just where Joshua expected.  However, the king didn’t know there were 
troops behind the city waiting to attack him. 
15 Joshua and all Israel pretended to be defeated.  They ran away toward the 
desert.  16 All the troops in the city were called out to chase them.  As they 
chased Joshua, they were lured away from the city.  17 Not one man was left 
in Ai or Bethel.  They all went after Israel.  So the city was left unprotected 
as they chased Israel. 
18 Then YHWH said to Joshua:  Hold out the spear in your hand toward the 
city because I am handing Ai over to you.  So Joshua held out his spear.  
19 The men who were hiding got up as soon as he stretched out his hand.  
They entered the city, captured it, and quickly set it on fire.   
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20 When the men of Ai looked back, they could see the city going up in smoke.  
They had no place to go, since the Israelites, who had been running toward 
the desert, had now turned back on them.  
21 When Joshua and all Israel saw that the men who had been hiding had 
captured the city and that it was going up in smoke, they turned and attacked 
the men of Ai.  22 The men who had captured the city also came out and 
attacked them.  The men of Ai were caught between the battle lines of Israel.  
So Israel attacked them on both sides.  None of them survived or escaped.  
23 But they captured the King of Ai alive and brought him to Joshua. 
24 Israel had finished killing all the inhabitants of Ai in the fields and in the 
desert where they had been pursued.  They put them all to death; not one 
person survived.  Then the Israelites went back to Ai and killed everyone left 
there.  25 Twelve thousand men and women from Ai died that day.  
26 Joshua did not lower his hand holding the spear until he had completely 
destroyed all the inhabitants of Ai.   

Apparently, Joshua was praying to God as he held his spear in the same way Moses prayed 
when Joshua was fighting the Amalakites. Exodus 17:9 

27 Israel took the loot and the livestock of that city for themselves, as YHWH 
had commanded Joshua.  28 So Joshua burned Ai and made it a deserted 
mound of ruins.  It is still in ruins today. 
29 Joshua hung the King of Ai’s dead body on a pole and left him there until 
evening.  When the sun went down, Joshua gave the order to take his body 
down.  They threw it in the entrance of the city and made a large pile of stones 
over it.  That pile is still there today. 

The First Covenant Renewal Ceremony 
30 At that time Joshua built an altar on Mount Ebal to YHWH God of Israel.  
31 He built an altar with uncut stones on which no iron chisels had been used.  
This was as YHWH’s servant Moses had commanded the people of Israel 
in the Book of Moses’ Teachings. They made burnt offerings to YHWH and 
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sacrificed fellowship offerings on the altar.  32 There in front of the people of 
Israel he wrote on stone slabs a copy of the Teachings which Moses had 
written down. 
33 All the people of Israel, whether foreigners or native Israelites, the leaders, 
officers, and judges were standing on opposite sides of the ark.  They faced 
the Levitical priests who carried the ark of YHWH’s covenant.   Half of the 
people were in front of Mount Gerizim and the other half in front of Mount 
Ebal.  Right from the beginning, YHWH’s servant Moses had commanded 
the priests to bless the people of Israel this way. 
34 Afterwards, Joshua read all the Teachings — the blessings and curses — as 
they had all been written down by Moses.  35 Joshua read Moses’ Teachings 
in front of the whole assembly of Israel, including women, children, and 
foreigners living among them.  He did not leave out one word from 
everything Moses had commanded. 

WHAT HAVE WE LEARNED SO FAR? 

The first battle in Canaan is very symbolic, like the creation of the world in Genesis.  For six 
days, troops march around the city.  Then on the seventh day, the seven priests carrying ram’s 
horns ahead of the ark of the covenant will blow them as the troops shout very loudly.  Then the 
wall around the city will collapse.  The Israelite troops shouted when they heard the blast of the 
ram’s horns and the walls collapsed.  Then the troops went straight into the city and killed 
everyone except Rahab, her family, and their relatives.  All the loot was claimed for YHWH. 

But then when Israel attacked Ai, they were defeated because a member of the tribe of Judah 
took some things claimed for YHWH.  Joshua was disheartened, but God showed him how to 
make things right.  The people were told to make themselves holy.  Then God called a tribe, a 
family, then the household, and then a man.  He is the one who did evil.  He was Achan.  Achan 
and his family were stoned to death in the valley of Achor, meaning disaster. 

The Israelites returned to Ai and God gave them directions on how to take the city.  Joshua and 
the troops burned the city and killed the people.  Then they went to Shechem in the center of 
Canaan.  It was the first place where Abraham had built an altar to YHWH.  Joshua built an 
altar on Mount Ebal and sacrificed offerings to YHWH.  Then in front of the people Joshua 
wrote on stone slabs the Towrah of Moses.  Half of the people stood in from of Mount Ebal 
and half stood in front of Mount Gerizim.  Then Joshua read all the Teachings to the people. 
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THINGS TO THINK ABOUT 

1.  When the troops marched about Jericho seven times on the last day instead of only once, 
what did the people of Jericho think was going to happen?  Notice the word seven is mentioned 
14 times in the chapter. 

2.  Why did Joshua curse the rebuilder of Jericho? 

3.  Why did Joshua select Ai as the next city to attack?  Was it because it was the second place 
Abraham built an altar to YHWH between Bethel and Ai? Genesis 12:8 

4.  When only 36 men were killed out of 3,000 it appears the number 3,000 is too large.  This is 
another reason to think the 600,000 Israelite warriors is too large a number.  The word 
translated thousand may mean clan.  Do you agree?  What is a better number for the total 
number of Israelite warriors? 

5.  How can Joshua say?  

Almighty YHWH, why did you bring these people across the Jordan River?  
Was it to hand us over to the Amorites so they could destroy us?  I wish we 
would have been content to live on the other side of the Jordan. Joshua 7:7 

This sounds like total disbelief?  Did Moses speak this desperately?  When? 

6.  Why did Joshua order not only Achan but his entire family stoned? 

7.  Joshua now goes to Shechem, the first place Abraham built an altar to YHWH.  Genesis 
12:6-7.  Here Joshua conducts a covenant renewal ceremony, first writing the laws of Moses on 
stones and then reading them to the people.  Moses had commanded this in Deuteronomy 11:29; 
27:1-8.  Why does Joshua do this before conquering the land instead of after conquering the 
land? 

8.  The third place Abraham went to after Shechem, Ai and Bethel was Hebron where there 
were oak trees belonging to Mamre.  Genesis 13:18. Is this where Joshua will take the army next? 
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Session Three 

Conquest of the Land: First South, then North 
Joshua 9-12 

Most of the place names mentioned in connection with the conquest of Canaan can be found on this map. 
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THE SCRIPTURE TEXT 

Chapter 9 

The People from Gibeon Deceive Joshua 
1 When all the kings west of the Jordan River heard about these events, 2 they 
joined together to fight Joshua and Israel.   They were the kings in the 
mountains, the foothills, and along the whole Mediterranean coast as far as 
Lebanon, the kings of the Hittites, Amorites, Canaanites, Perizzites, 
Hivites, and Jebusites. 
3 When the people living in Gibeon heard what Joshua had done to Jericho 
and Ai, 4 they devised a scheme.  They posed as messengers.  They took 
worn-out sacks on their donkeys. Their wineskins were old, split, and 
patched.  5 Their sandals were worn-out and repaired, and their clothes were 
tattered.  All their bread was dried out and crumbling.   
6 They came to Joshua in the camp at Gilgal.  They told Joshua and the men 
of Israel:  We have come from a distant country.  Make a treaty with us right 
now. 
7 The men of Israel said to the Hivites: What if you’re living in this area?  We 
wouldn’t be able to make a treaty with you.  8 They responded to Joshua:  
We’re at your mercy.  Joshua asked them: Who are you and where did you 
come from?  
9 They answered him: We came from a country very far away because 
YHWH your God has become famous.  We heard stories about him and 
everything he did in Egypt.  10 We also heard everything he did to the two 
kings of the Amorites east of the Jordan, King Sihon of Heshbon and King 
Og of Bashan in Ashtaroth.   
11 Our leaders and everyone who lives in our country told us:  Take what you 
need for the trip and go meet them.  Tell them: We’re at your mercy.  Make 
a treaty with us right now.  12 Our bread was warm when we left home to 
meet with you.  Look at it now.   It’s dry and crumbling.  13 These were new 



Joshua GWT  31 
 

wineskins when we filled them. Look at them now.   See how they are 
splitting.   Our clothes and sandals are also worn-out because we have come 
such a long way.  

14 The men believed the evidence they were shown, but they did not ask 
YHWH about it.  15 So Joshua made peace with them by making a treaty 
which allowed them to live.  The leaders of the congregation swore to it with 
an oath. 
16 But three days after the treaty was made, the Israelites heard that these 
people were their neighbors and lived with them.  17 The Israelites broke 
camp.  They came to the cities of Gibeon, Chephirah, Beeroth, and Kiriath 
Jearim two days later.  
18 The Israelites didn’t destroy these other people, because the leaders of the 
congregation had sworn an oath about them to YHWH God of Israel.  The 
whole congregation complained about the leaders.   
19 But all the leaders said to them: We have sworn an oath about them to 
YHWH God of Israel, so we cannot touch them now.  20 We must let them 
live to avoid YHWH’s anger because of the oath we swore.  21 The leaders 
said that they should be allowed to live.  So they became woodcutters and 
water carriers for the whole congregation, as the leaders had said. 
22 Joshua sent for the people of Gibeon and asked: Why did you deceive us by 
saying:  We live very far away from you, when you live here with us?  23 You 
are under a curse now. You will always be servants. You will be woodcutters 
and water carriers for the house of my God. 
24 They answered Joshua: We were told that YHWH your God commanded 
his servant Moses to give you the whole land and destroy all who live there.  
We deceived you because we feared for our lives.  25 Now we’re at your mercy.  
Do to us what you think is good and right. 
26 So Joshua rescued them and did not let the people of Israel kill them.  27 But 
that day Joshua made them woodcutters and water carriers for the 
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congregation.  They served YHWH’s altar, wherever he chose to put it.  
They still serve today. 

Chapter 10 

The Day the Sun Stood Still 
1 King Adoni Zedek of Jerusalem heard that Joshua had captured Ai and 
claimed it for YHWH the same way he had destroyed Jericho and its king.  
He also heard that the people of Gibeon had made peace with the people of 
Israel and were living with them.  2 He and his people were terribly afraid 
because Gibeon was a large city.  It was like one of the royal cities, larger 
than Ai.  All its men were warriors. 
3 So King Adoni Zedek of Jerusalem sent this message to King Hoham of 
Hebron, King Piram of Jarmuth, King Japhia of Lachish, and King Debir 
of Eglon:  4  Come, help me destroy Gibeon because it has made peace with 
Joshua and the people of Israel.  5 So the five Amorite kings of Jerusalem, 
Hebron, Jarmuth, Lachish, and Eglon combined their armies.  They 
marched to Gibeon, camped there and attacked it. 
6 The men of Gibeon sent this message to Joshua at the camp in Gilgal:  
Don’t abandon us.  Come quickly and save us.  Help us because all the 
Amorite kings who live in the mountains have united against us.  
7 So Joshua with all his soldiers and best warriors set out from Gilgal.  
8 YHWH  told Joshua: Don’t be afraid of them.  I have handed them over to 
you.  None of them can stand up to you.   9 So Joshua marched all night from 
Gilgal and took them by surprise. 10 YHWH threw the enemy into disorder 
in front of Israel and defeated them decisively at Gibeon.  He chased them 
along the road that goes to the slope of Beth Horon and continued to defeat 
them all the way to Azekah and Makkedah. 
11 As they fled from the Israelites down the slope of Beth Horon toward 
Azekah, YHWH threw huge hailstones on them.  More died from the 
hailstones than from Israelite swords. 
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12 The day YHWH handed the Amorites over to the people of Israel, Joshua 
spoke to YHWH while Israel was watching, 

Sun, stand still over Gibeon, 
    and moon, stand still over the valley of Aijalon. 
13 The sun stood still, 
    and the moon stopped 
        until a nation got revenge on its enemies. 

Isn’t this recorded in the Book of Jashar?  The sun stopped in the middle of 
the sky and for nearly a day, and the sun was in no hurry to set. 14 Never before 
or after this day was there anything like it.  YHWH did what a man told him 
to do because YHWH fought for Israel. 
15 Then Joshua and all Israel returned to the camp at Gilgal. 
16 The five kings ran away and hid in the cave at Makkedah. 17 Someone told 
Joshua: The five kings have been found.  They are hiding in the cave at 
Makkedah.  
18 Joshua replied:  Roll large stones against the mouth of the cave, and post a 
guard there.  19 But don’t stop.  Chase your enemies!  Cut off their rear guard.  
Don’t let them get back into their own cities, because YHWH your God has 
handed them over to you.  
20 Joshua and the Israelites defeated them decisively, almost destroying them.  
But some who survived got back into the fortified cities.  21 Then the whole 
army returned safely to Joshua in the camp at Makkedah.  Not a single 
person dared to speak against any of the Israelites. 
22 Joshua said: Open the cave, and bring me the five kings.  23 So they brought 
him the kings of Jerusalem, Hebron, Jarmuth, Lachish, and Eglon. 
24 When they brought them to Joshua, he called for all the men of Israel.  He 
told the officers who had gone with him:  Come forward and put your feet 
on the necks of these kings.  So that’s what they did.  25 Joshua told them:  
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Don’t be afraid or terrified!  Be strong and courageous, because this is what 
YHWH will do to all the enemies you’re fighting against.  
26 After this, Joshua put them to death and hung their bodies on five poles 
until evening.  27 When the sun went down, Joshua gave the order to take 
them down from the poles.  Then they threw them into the cave where they 
had been hiding and put large stones over the mouth of the cave.  These 
stones are still there today. 

Joshua Defeats the Southern Kings 
28 That same day Joshua captured Makkedah and the Israelites killed its 
people and king with swords.  He claimed them for YHWH by destroying 
them.  There were no survivors.  He did the same thing to the king of 
Makkedah that he had done to the king of Jericho. 
29 Joshua and all Israel marched from Makkedah to Libnah and attacked it.  
30 YHWH also handed Libnah and its king over to Israel. He killed all the 
people.  There were no survivors.  He did the same thing to the king of 
Libnah that he had done to the king of Jericho. 
31 Joshua and all Israel marched from Libnah to Lachish, camped there, and 
attacked it.  32 YHWH handed Lachish over to Israel.  He captured it on the 
next day and killed all the people the same way he had captured Libnah.  33 At 
that time King Horam of Gezer had come to help Lachish.  But Joshua 
killed him and his troops.  There were no survivors. 
34 Joshua and all Israel marched from Lachish to Eglon, camped there, and 
attacked it.  35 They captured it that day and killed everyone in it.  He claimed 
it for YHWH by destroying it the same way he had destroyed Lachish. 

Joshua Captures Hebron 
36 Then Joshua and all Israel marched from Eglon to Hebron and attacked 
it.  37 They captured it and its neighboring villages and killed its king and all 
the people.  There were no survivors, the same as at Eglon.  He claimed the 
city and all its people for YHWH by destroying them. 
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38 Then Joshua and all Israel went back to Debir and attacked it. 39 He 
captured it and its king and all its neighboring villages and killed everyone.  
So they claimed them all for YHWH by destroying them.  There were no 
survivors.  He did the same thing to Debir and its king that he had done to 
Hebron and Libnah and their kings. 
40 So Joshua captured the whole land — the mountains, the Negev, the 
foothills, and the slopes.  There were no survivors.  He claimed every living 
creature for YHWH by destroying it, as YHWH God of Israel had 
commanded.  
41 So Joshua defeated the people from Kadesh Barnea to Gaza and from all 
the country of Goshen as far as Gibeon.  42 Joshua captured all these kings 
and their territories in one campaign because YHWH God of Israel fought 
for Israel.  43 Then Joshua and all Israel returned to the camp at Gilgal. 

Chapter 11 

Joshua Defeats the Northern Kings 
1 King Jabin of Hazor heard what had happened.  So he sent messengers to 
King Jobab of Madon and to the kings of Shimron and Achshaph.  2 He also 
sent messengers to the northern kings in the mountains, the plains south of 
Chinneroth, the foothills, and Naphoth Dor in the west,  3 the Canaanites 
from east and west, the Amorites, Hittites, Perizzites, the Jebusites in the 
mountains, and the Hivites at the foot of Mount Hermon in Mizpah. 
4 They came out with all their armies. Their troops were as numerous as the 
grains of sand on the seashore.  They also had horses and chariots.  5 All these 
kings camped together by the Springs of Merom in order to fight Israel. 
6 YHWH told Joshua: Don’t be afraid of them because I am going to give 
them to Israel.  About this time tomorrow they will all be dead. You must 
disable their horses so that they cannot be used in battle. You must burn their 
chariots.   
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7 Joshua and all his troops arrived suddenly at the Springs of Merom near the 

Sea of Galilee and attacked the Canaanite armies.  8 YHWH handed them over 
to Israel, and the Israelites defeated them. The Israelites chased them as far 
as Great Sidon, Misrephoth Maim, and the valley of Mizpah in the east.  
There were no survivors.  9 Joshua disabled their horses and burned their 
chariots, as YHWH had told him. 
10 Then Joshua turned back and captured Hazor.  He killed its king with a 
sword.  Hazor was formerly the head of all these kingdoms. 11 They claimed 
everyone for YHWH by destroying them with swords.  Not one person 
survived.  Joshua also burned Hazor. 
12 So Joshua captured all these cities and their kings.  He claimed them for 
YHWH by destroying them, as YHWH’s servant Moses had commanded 
him.  13 Israel did not burn cities built on mounds. However, Joshua made an 
exception and burned Hazor.   
14 The people of Israel took all the loot and livestock from these cities.  But 
they put everyone to death until they were all destroyed.  Not one person 
survived.  15 So Joshua carried out what YHWH had commanded his servant 
Moses and what Moses had commanded him.  He did not leave out anything 
YHWH had commanded Moses. 
16 Joshua took all this land, the mountains, all the Negev, all the land of 
Goshen, the foothills, the plains, and the mountains and foothills of Israel.  
17 The land extended from Mount Halak which ascends to Seir as far as Baal 
Gad in the Lebanon Valley at the foot of Mount Hermon.  He captured all 
their kings and killed them. 18 Joshua waged war with all these kings for a 
long time.  
19 Not one city had made a peace treaty with the people of Israel except 
Gibeon, where the Hivites lived.  Israel captured everything in battle.  
20 YHWH made their enemies stubborn enough to continue fighting against 
Israel so that he could claim them all for destruction without mercy as he had 
commanded Moses. 
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21 At that time Joshua also wiped out the people of Anak in the mountains, in 
Hebron, Debir, and Anab and in all the hills of Judah and Israel.  Joshua 
claimed them for YHWH by destroying them and their cities.  22 None of the 
people of Anak remained in Israel.  Some of them were left in Gaza, Gath, 
and Ashdod. 

These are cities of the Philistines.  The Anak were giants, taller than average.  Goliath, whom 
David killed, was probably an Anak. 

23 Joshua captured the whole land as YHWH had promised Moses. He gave 
it to Israel as a possession, dividing it among the tribes. So the land had 
peace. 

Chapter 12 

A Recounting of the Kings East of the Jordan River Defeated Previously by Moses 
1 These are the kings of the land east of the Jordan River that the people of 
Israel defeated.  Israel also took possession of their lands from the Arnon 
Valley to Mount Hermon and all the eastern plains. 
2 Sihon was the Amorite king who lived in Heshbon.  His rule extended from 
Aroer on the edge of the Arnon Valley to the Jabbok River, which is the 
border of Ammon.  This included the middle of the valley and half of Gilead.  
3 It included the eastern plains from the Sea of Galilee to the Sea of the Plains 
-- the Dead Sea -- and the road that goes south from Beth Jeshimoth to the 
foot of the slopes of Pisgah. 
4 The territory of King Og of Bashan who lived in Ashtaroth and Edrei was 
captured.  He was the last of the Rephaim.  5 He ruled Mount Hermon, 
Salecah, all of Bashan to the border of Geshur and Maacath, and half of 
Gilead to the border of King Sihon of Heshbon. 
6 YHWH’s servant Moses and the people of Israel defeated them. Then he 
gave their land as a possession to the tribes of Reuben and Gad and half of 
the tribe of Manasseh. 
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Kings West of the Jordan River Defeated by Joshua 
7 These are the kings of the land west of the Jordan River that Joshua and the 
people of Israel defeated.  Their lands extended from Baal Gad in the valley 
of Lebanon to Mount Halak which rises toward Seir.  Joshua gave it as a 
possession to Israel dividing it among the tribes.  8 It included the mountains, 
foothills, plains, slopes, desert, and the Negev that the Hittites, Amorites, 
Canaanites, Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites had possessed. 

The kings were 
9 the King of Jericho, the King of Ai near Bethel, 
10 the King of Jerusalem, the King of Hebron, 
11 the King of Jarmuth, the Ling of Lachish, 
12 the King of Eglon, the King of Gezer, 
13 the King of Debir, the King of Geder, 
14 the King of Hormah, the King of Arad, 
15 the King of Libnah, the King of Adullam, 
16 the King of Makkedah, the King of Bethel, 
17 the King of Tappuah, the King of Hepher, 
18 the King of Aphek, the King of Sharon,  
19 the King of Madon, the King of Hazor, 
20 the King of Shimron Meron, the King of Achshaph, 
21 the King of Taanach, the King of Megiddo, 
22 the King of Kedesh, the King of Jokneam in Carmel, 
23 the King of Dor in Naphoth Dor, the King of Goiim in Gilgal, 
24 the King of Tirzah. 
The total was 31 kings. 

WHAT HAVE WE LEARNED SO FAR? 

We begin with human failings.  The people Gibeon were afraid of Israel so they deceived them, 
saying they were a people from far away.  Joshua believed them, and the leaders of Israel swore 
peace to them with an oath.  But then they discovered their treachery.  The whole congregation 
complained about this.  So the Gibeonites became woodcutters and water carriers for the 
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Israelites.  But this meant there remained Canaanites living across the center of Israel in Gibeon 
and their allied cities.  This was trouble. 

The king of Jerusalem heard about this and about the people of Gibeon making peace with 
Israel.  So he gathered four other kings and these five kings attacked Israel at Gibeon.  The 
Gibeonites pleaded with Joshua to protect them from the five kings.  So Joshua brought his 
army and defeated them as YHWH sent large hailstones to kill many of them. 

Joshua then went south and captured Makkedah.  Just south is Beersheba, the fourth place 
Abraham built an altar to YHWH. Genesis 21:33; 22:19 

Joshua and his army returned to their camp in Gilgal.  Then the northern kings came out to 
fight Joshua at the Springs of Merom near the Sea of Galilee.  These kings had horses and 
chariots which the Israelites did not have.  God still handed them over to Israel.  Joshua then 
headed north to Hazor.  This was the head city of these northern kingdoms.  He killed this king 
and burned the city. 

So Joshua conquered a great deal of land in Israel.  This is really where the initial conquest of 
the land of Canaan by Joshua ends.  Now we will see if the Canaanites still remaining in the 
land Joshua did not kill will capture the hearts of the Israelite people. 

THINGS TO THINK ABOUT 

1.  The Gibeonites’ deceit was remembered in Israel.  King Saul was furious at them and killed 
many of them.  As a result, God sent a famine on Israel. 2 Samuel 21:1.  So King David allowed 
the Gibeonites to kill five relatives of the former King Saul. 2 Samuel 21:8-9.  This was over 200 
years later.  How could God allow King David to do this? 

2.  The story of the five kings attacking Joshua at Gibeah echoes the story in Genesis where four 
kings went to war against five kings.  They captured Abraham’s nephew Lot, so Abraham went 
after them, defeated them. and rescued Lot. Genesis 14:14.  How strange it is how Israel’s 
history is remembered and then repeated.  Is there a later story of the sun having gone 
backward?  Where is it?  HINT: It happened 500 years after this in Jerusalem. 

3.  Joshua now goes south as Abraham did.  Apparently, his wife Sarah stayed at Hebron but 
Abraham went south to Beersheba.  Joshua attacked Hebron and the king of Debir near 
Beersheba.   Joshua went further south to Kadesh Barnea where Israel had first refused to enter 
the land and west to Gaza – the land of the Philistines.  Then they returned to their camp at 
Gilgal.  Why don’t we hear of much happening at the camp at Gilgal?  It seems this was the 
main camp of Joshua where he made plans to campaign in Canaan. 
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4.  The writer of Joshua wants to show us that Joshua methodically captured the major land in 
Israel north, south, and west along the Mediterranean Sea. Moses had captured the land east 
of the Jordan.  Apparently the Israelites captured some Philistine cities, but the Philistines 
returned very strong and once again lived in these city-states.  Did other kings return as well? 

5.  The twelve spies that originally spied out Israel said there were giants in the land. Numbers 
13:33.  We looked to them like grasshoppers, they said.  Apparently, they saw the Anak.  The 
writer of Joshua says: 

None of the people of Anak remained in Israel.  <However> some of them were 
left in Gaza, Gath, and Ashdod. Joshua 11:22 

These are cities of the Philistines.  Why didn’t Joshua kill these giants when he captured these 
cities?  Apparently, there were also Anak at Hebron. 

6.  Although Joshua defeated many of the kings, he apparently didn’t always follow up and 
capture their cities.  Jerusalem remained a Jebusite city until the time of King David around 
1010 BC, over 200 years later. 2 Samuel 5:6-7.  This contradicts Judges 1:8.  Apparently, there 
simply weren’t enough Israelites to settle all these cities.  Note that Joshua only burned down 
three Canaanite cities.  Which were they? 

7.  God had told Israel he would not allow them to force out the nations quickly.  Exodus 23:27-
30; Deuteronomy 7:22.  But he expected them to do this consistently.  Why didn’t God allow 
the Israelites to drive out all the Canaanites immediately?  He could have done this. 

EXTRA CREDIT 

1.  This chapter really completes the story of Joshua conquering the land.  But the story goes on 
with individual tribes battling Canaanites in Judges 1:1-16,  But they weren’t doing enough for 
God so God sent a messenger of YHWH to speak to the people.  What did he say? Read Judges 
2:1-5. 

2.  Joshua’s plan of attack really followed the path of Abraham as he traveled through Canaan, 
first to Shechem, Bethel-Ai, Hebron, and then Beersheba.  In each place, Abraham built an 
altar to God.  Would the residents of those places have remembered their ancestors speaking of 
Abraham 400-600 years before? 

  



Joshua GWT  41 
 

Session Four 

Dividing the Land Among the Tribes 
Joshua 13-19 
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THE SCRIPTURE TEXT 

Chapter 13 

Land Yet to Be Conquered 
1 Joshua was old, near the end of his life.   So YHWH said to him: You are 
old, near the end of your life, and there is a lot of land left to be conquered.   

Joshua has probably conquered the land of Canaan in seven years from age 80-87, assuming he 
was the same age as Caleb.  Since he died at age 110, he lived in Canaan after this time for 23 
more years.  What was he doing all this time? 

Most of the Philistine Land Was Never Totally Conquered 
2 The land that is left includes all the districts that belong to the Philistines 
and Geshur.  3 It extends from the Shihor River, east of Egypt, northward as 
far as the border of Ekron. This is considered to be Canaanite territory, even 
though there are five Philistine rulers over Gaza, Ashdod, Ashkelon, Gath, 
and Ekron, as well as the Avvim people 4 in the south.  

Much of the Land in the North Was Never Totally Captured 

This territory includes all the land of the Canaanites as well as Mearah which 
belongs to Sidon as far as Aphek, the Amorite border. 5 It also includes the 
land of the people of Gebal, all Lebanon eastward from Baal Gad at the foot 
of Mount Hermon to the border of Hamath.  
6 I will force out of the way of the people of Israel everyone who lives in the 
mountains from Lebanon to Misrephoth Maim and all the people of Sidon.   

God will allow the Israelites to drive out the Canaanites.  But they must take the initiative to 
begin the process.  To show the individual tribes their responsibility, the land must first be 
divided among the tribes. 

Joshua Is to Distribute the Land to the Tribes Even Before It Is Captured 

However, you must <now> distribute the land as an inheritance to Israel by 
drawing lots, as I commanded you.  7 So divide this land. It will be an 
inheritance for the nine tribes and half of the tribe of Manasseh.  
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The word inheritance is used over 50x in Chapters 13-21.  Yet while Israel inherited the land, 
they occupied the land only if they obeyed YHWH. 

The following serve as official documents that establish the boundaries of the land for individual 
tribes, and so I have characterized them as such. 

OFFICAL DOCUMENT 1 

Tribes That Received Land East of the Jordan River 
8 The tribes of Reuben and Gad with half of the tribe of Manasseh had 
received their inheritance east of the Jordan River, since YHWH’s servant 
Moses had already given it to them.  9 The border extended from Aroer on 
the edge of the Arnon Valley, including the city in the middle of the valley, 
and the whole plateau from Medeba to Dibon. 
10 It included all the cities of King Sihon of the Amorites up to the border of 
Ammon.  Sihon’s capital was Heshbon.  11 It also included Gilead, the 
territory of the people of Geshur and Maacath, all of Mount Hermon, and 
all of Bashan as far as Salecah -- 12 the whole kingdom of Og in Bashan.  Og 
ruled in Ashtaroth and Edrei.  He was the last of the Rephaim.  Moses had 
defeated them and forced them out.  13 But the Israelites did not force out the 
people of Geshur and Maacath. So they still live in Israel today. 
14 Moses did not give any land as an inheritance to the tribe of Levi. The 
sacrifices offered to YHWH God of Israel are what the Levites inherited as 
YHWH had promised them. 

Reuben’s Inheritance 
15 Moses gave some land as an inheritance to the tribe of Reuben for their 
families. 16 Their territory extended from Aroer on the edge of the Arnon 
Valley, including the city in the middle of the valley and the whole plateau 
near Medeba.  17 It included Heshbon and all its cities on the plateau, Dibon, 
Bamoth Baal, Beth Baal Meon, 18Jahaz, Kedemoth, 
Mephaath, 19 Kiriathaim, Sibmah, Zereth Shahar on the mountain in the 
valley, 20 Beth Peor, the slopes of Pisgah, and Beth Jeshimoth.  
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21 It also included all the cities of the plateau, the whole kingdom of King 
Sihon of the Amorites, who ruled in Heshbon.  Moses defeated him and 
Midian’s leaders — Evi, Rekem, Zur, Hur, and Reba.  They were princes of 
Sihon, who lived in that country.  22 Along with these leaders, the people of 
Israel also killed Balaam, son of Beor, who used black magic.  23 The border 
of Reuben’s territory was the Jordan River. This was Reuben’s inheritance 
for its families. It included cities with their villages. 

Gad’s Inheritance 
24 Moses gave some land as an inheritance to the tribe of Gad for its families.  
25 Their territory included Jazer, all the cities of Gilead, and half of Ammon 
as far as Aroer, which is by Rabbah.  26 It extended from Heshbon to Ramath 
Mizpeh and Betonim, and from Mahanaim as far as the border of Lidbir.  
27 In the Jordan Valley it included Beth Haram, Beth Nimrah, Succoth, and 
Zaphon, the rest of the kingdom of King Sihon of Heshbon.  The Jordan 
River served as its western border, extending to the end of the Sea of Galilee.  
28 This was Gad’s inheritance for its families.  It included cities with their 
villages. 

Eastern Manasseh’s inheritance 
29 Moses gave some land as an inheritance to half of the tribe of Manasseh.  
It was only for the families of that half of the tribe.  30 Their territory extended 
from Mahanaim and included all of Bashan -- the whole kingdom of King 
Og of Bashan -- and all 60 settlements of Jair that were in Bashan.  31 It also 
included half of Gilead with Ashtaroth and Edrei, the royal cities of Og in 
Bashan. They were given to half the families of Machir, son of Manasseh, for 
their inheritance. 
32 This is the land that Moses distributed on Moab’s plains, east of the Jordan 
River near Jericho.  33 Moses did not give any land as an inheritance to the 
tribe of Levi.  YHWH God of Israel is what they inherited as he had 
promised them. 
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Chapter 14 

The First Stage in Dividing the Land 
1 This is the land that the people of Israel inherited in Canaan. The priest 
Eleazar, Joshua, son of Nun, and the heads of Israel’s tribes distributed it to 
the people.  2 The land inherited by the nine-and-a-half tribes was determined 
by drawing lots as YHWH had commanded through Moses.  3 Moses had 
given the two-and-a-half tribes their inheritance east of the Jordan River.  

The Inheritance of the Tribe of Levi 

He did not give any land as an inheritance to Levi’s tribe, 4 because Joseph’s 
descendants, Manasseh and Ephraim, formed two tribes. The Levites were 
not given a share of the land.  Joseph’s descendants gave the Levites cities to 
live in with pasturelands for their cattle and everything they had.  5 So the 
people of Israel divided the land as YHWH had commanded Moses. 

Special Land for Caleb 
6 Then the people of Judah came to Joshua at Gilgal.  Caleb, son of 
Jephunneh and grandson of Kenaz, said to him: You know what YHWH 
said to Moses, the man of God, at Kadesh Barnea about you and me.  7 I was 
40 years old when YHWH’s servant Moses sent me from Kadesh Barnea to 
explore the land.  I reported to him exactly what I thought. Numbers 14:7-9.  
8 But my companions discouraged the people.  However, I was completely 
loyal to YHWH my God.   
9 On that day Moses swore this oath: The land your feet walked on will be a 
permanent inheritance for you and your descendants because you were 
completely loyal to YHWH my God. 
10 So look at me.  YHWH has kept me alive as he promised.  It’s been 45 years 
since Israel wandered in the desert when YHWH made this promise to 
Moses.  So now look at me today.  I’m 85 years old.  11 I’m still as fit to go to 
war now as I was when Moses sent me out.  
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12 Now give me this mountain region which YHWH spoke of that day. You 
heard that the people of Anak are still there and that they have large, fortified 
cities.  If YHWH is with me, I can force them out, as he promised.  
13 So Joshua blessed Caleb, son of Jephunneh, and gave him Hebron as his 
inheritance.  14 Hebron is still the inheritance of Caleb, son of Jephunneh and 
grandson of Kenaz, because Caleb was completely loyal to YHWH God of 
Israel.  15 In the past Hebron was called Kiriath Arba.  Arba was the greatest 
man among the people of Anak.  So the land had peace. 

The mention of Caleb’s age makes it possible to speculate about how long it took Joshua to 
conquer the land before he died  Assume Joshua and Caleb are the same age.  If Caleb is now 85 it 
took Joshua seven years to conquer the land.  Joshua continued to live 23 years more after the land 
was conquered until he was 110. 

Chapter 15 

OFFICIAL DOCUMENT 2 

Judah’s Land  [76,500 Warriors ] 
1 The lot was drawn for the families of the tribe of Judah.  Their territory 
extends as far south as the territory of Edom and the desert of Zin.  2 The 
southern border starts from the south end of the Dead Sea 3 and goes south 
of the Akrabbim Pass.  It then passes Zin and goes up south of Kadesh 
Barnea.  From there it goes to Hezron, up to Addar, around to Karka, 4 and 
on to Azmon.  It comes out at the River of Egypt so that the border ends at 
the Mediterranean Sea. This is the southern border. 
5 The eastern border is the Dead Sea as far north as the mouth of the Jordan 
River. 

The northern border starts from the north end of the Dead Sea at the mouth 
of the Jordan 6 and goes up to Beth Hoglah.  It then passes north to Beth 
Arabah and goes up to the Rock of Bohan, son of Reuben.  7 From the valley 
of Achor, the border goes up to Debir and turns north to the region that faces 
the Adummim Pass, south of the valley.  Then the border passes the Springs 
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of En Shemesh and ends at En Rogel.  8 It continues up the valley of Ben 
Hinnom to the south slope of the Jebusite city Jerusalem.  

It then goes to the top of the mountain that overlooks the valley of Hinnom 
to the west at the north end of the valley of Rephaim.  9 From the top of that 
mountain the border goes around to the spring of Nephtoah.  From there it 
goes to the cities of Mount Ephron and around to Baalah -- now called 
Kiriath Jearim.   
10 From Baalah the border turns west to Mount Seir and over to the north 
slope of Mount Jearim -- now called Chesalon.  Then it goes down to Beth 
Shemesh and on to Timnah.  11 From there the border goes on the north side 
of Ekron and turns to Shikkeron, on to Mount Baalah, and comes out at 
Jabneel.  The border ends at the Mediterranean Sea. 
12 The western border is the coastline of the Mediterranean Sea. These are 
the borders around Judah that belong to their families. 

The reason the borders of the tribes are sometimes very eccentric is that the land given to them 
was assigned by towns and their territories not necessarily by geographical markers. 

Caleb’s Inheritance 
13 Joshua gave Caleb, son of Jephunneh, a share of land among the people of 
Judah as YHWH had told them.  It was Kiriath Arba -- now called Hebron.  
Arba was the father of Anak.  14 Caleb forced out Sheshai, Ahiman, and 
Talmai, three descendants of Anak from Hebron.  15 From there he marched 
against the people living in Debir.  In the past Debir was called Kiriath 
Sepher. 
16 Caleb said: I will give my daughter Achsah as a wife to anyone who attacks 
Kiriath Sepher and captures it.  17 Then Othniel, son of Caleb’s brother 
Kenaz, captured it.  So Caleb gave him his daughter Achsah as a wife. 

Othniel was Israel’s first judge. Judges 3:9-10 

18 When she came to Othniel, she persuaded him to ask her father for a field.  
When she got down from her donkey, Caleb asked her: What do you want?  
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19 She answered: Give me a blessing   Since you’ve given me some dry land, 
also give me some springs.  So Caleb gave her the upper and lower springs. 
20 This is the land inherited by the families of the tribe of Judah. 

The Cities of Judah 
21 On the farthest edge of the Negev, on the border of Edom, they gave the 
tribe of Judah 29 cities with their villages: Kabzeel, Eder, Jagur, 22 Kinah, 
Dimonah, Adadah, 23 Kedesh, Hazor, Ithnan, 24 Ziph, Telem, 
Bealoth, 25 Hazor Hadattah, Kerioth Hezron now called Hazor, 26 Amam, 
Shema, Moladah, 27 Hazar Gaddah, Heshmon, Beth Pelet, 28 Hazar Shual, 
Beersheba, Biziothiah, 29 Baalah, Iim, Ezem, 30 Eltolad, Chesil, 
Hormah, 31 Ziklag, Madmannah, Sansannah, 32 Lebaoth, Shilhim, Ain, and 
Rimmon. 
33 In the foothills they gave Judah 14 cities with their villages: Eshtaol, Zorah, 
Ashnah, 34 Zanoah, En Gannim, Tappuah, Enam, 35 Jarmuth, Adullam, 
Socoh, Azekah, 36 Shaaraim, Adithaim, Gederah, and Gederothaim. 
37 They also gave Judah 16 other cities with their villages: Zenan, Hadashah, 
Migdalgad,  38 Dilean, Mizpah, Joktheel, 39 Lachish, Bozkath, 
Eglon, 40 Cabbon, Lahmas, Chitlish, 41 Gederoth, Beth Dagon, Naamah, 
and Makkedah. 
42 An additional nine cities with their villages were given to Judah: Libnah, 
Ether, Ashan, 43 Iphtah, Ashnah, Nezib, 44 Keilah, Achzib, and 
Mareshah.45 Judah also received Ekron with its cities and villages.  46 This 
included all the cities with their villages between Ekron and the 
Mediterranean Sea and alongside Ashdod.  47 Added to this were Ashdod 
and Gaza with their cities and villages as far as the River of Egypt and the 
coast of the Mediterranean Sea. 
48 In the mountains they gave Judah 11 cities with their villages: Shamir, 
Jattir, Socoh, 49 Dannah, Kiriath Sannah now called Debir, 50 Anab, 
Eshtemoh, Anim, 51 Goshen, Holon, and Giloh. 
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52 They also gave Judah nine other cities with their villages: Arab, Dumah, 
Eshan, 53 Janim, Beth Tappuah, Aphekah, 54 Humtah, Kiriath Arba -now 
called Hebron, and Zior. 
55 They also received another ten cities with their villages: Maon, Carmel, 
Ziph, Juttah, 56 Jezreel, Jokdeam, Zanoah, 57 Kain, Gibeah, and Timnah. 
58 Halhul, Bethzur, Gedor, 59 Maarath, Bethanoth, and Eltekon were six 
other cities with their villages that were given to Judah. 
60 The two cities of Kiriath Baal -- now called Kiriath Jearim and Rabbah 
with their villages were given to Judah. 
61 In the desert Judah was given six cities with their villages: Beth Arabah, 
Middin, Secacah, 62 Nibshan, Ir Hamelah, and En Gedi. 
63 However, Judah was not able to force out the people of Jebus who lived in 
Jerusalem.  So they still live with Judah in Jerusalem today.  

Even though the Israelites had defeated the king of Jerusalem Joshua 10:1-27, they did not 
conquer the city.  It was not until the time of King David 1010 BC that the Israelites captured 
the city. 2 Samuel 5:6-7 

Chapter 16 

OFFICAL DOCUMENT 3 

Land for Joseph’s Sons –Ephraim and Manasseh 
1 The lot was drawn for Joseph.  The border of Joseph’s territory goes from 
the Jordan River at Jericho to the springs of Jericho on the east, through the 
desert that goes up from Jericho, and through the mountains to Bethel.  
2 From Bethel the border goes to Luz and over to Ataroth at the border of 
the Archites.  3 Then it descends west to the border of Japhlet and Lower 
Beth Horon, on to Gezer, and ends at the Mediterranean Sea.  4 So Joseph’s 
sons, Manasseh and Ephraim, received this land as their inheritance. 

Ephraim’s Land  [ 32,500 Warriors ] 
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5 This is the territory for the families descended from Ephraim.  The eastern 
border of the land they inherited is from Ataroth Addar to Upper Beth 
Horon.  6 From there the border goes west, with Michmethath on the north.  
The border then turns east to Taanath Shiloh and passes east to Janoah. 
7 From Janoah it descends to Ataroth and Naarah, touches Jericho, and ends 
at the Jordan River.   8 At Tappuah the border goes west along the Kanah 
River and ends at the Mediterranean Sea.  This is the land given as an 
inheritance to the families of the tribe of Ephraim 9 with all the cities and their 
villages selected for Ephraim in Manasseh’s territory. 10 However, they did 
not force out the Canaanites who lived in Gezer.  So the Canaanites still live 
in Ephraim today, but they are required to do forced labor. 

Chapter 17 

Manasseh’s Land  [52,700 Warriors ] 
1 The lot was drawn for the tribe of Manasseh, because Manasseh was 
Joseph’s firstborn.  Machir, Manasseh’s firstborn, the ancestor of the people 
living in Gilead, had received Gilead and Bashan because he was a soldier.  
2 The land was given to the rest of the families descended from Manasseh, to 
the descendants of Abiezer, Helek, Asriel, Shechem, Hepher, and Shemida.  
These were the male descendants of Joseph’s son Manasseh listed by their 
families. 
3 Zelophehad, son of Hepher, grandson of Gilead, and great-grandson of 
Machir, whose father was Manasseh, had no sons —only daughters.  Their 
names were Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah.  4 They came to 
the priest Eleazar, Joshua, son of Nun, and the leaders.  They said: YHWH 
commanded Moses to give us some land as an inheritance among our male 
relatives.  So they gave them an inheritance among their father’s relatives as 
YHWH had required. 
5 Ten portions of land went to Manasseh besides the land of Gilead and 
Bashan east of the Jordan River.  6 These portions were distributed because 
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Manasseh’s daughters were given an inheritance along with his sons, while 
Gilead belonged to Manasseh’s other descendants. 
7 Manasseh’s border extends from Asher to Michmethath, which faces 
Shechem.  Then the border goes south toward the people who live in En 
Tappuah.  8 The land of Tappuah belongs to Manasseh, but Tappuah itself, 
on the border of Manasseh, belongs to Ephraim.  9 The border then descends 
southward to the Kanah River. These cities belong to Ephraim, although 
they are among Manasseh’s cities.  

Manasseh’s southern border is the river, which ends at the Mediterranean 
Sea.  10 What is south of the river belongs to Ephraim and what is north of it 
belongs to Manasseh.  So the Mediterranean Sea is its western border, 
Asher its northern border, and Issachar its eastern border. 11 In Issachar and 
Asher, Manasseh possessed Beth Shean and Ibleam with their villages and 
the people living in Dor, En Dor, Taanach, and Megiddo and their villages.  
The last three are on mountain ridges  
12 But Manasseh was not able to take possession of these cities since the 
Canaanites were determined to stay in this land.  13 When the Israelites 
became strong enough, they made the Canaanites do forced labor since they 
didn’t force all of them out. 
14 Joseph’s descendants asked Joshua:  Why did you give us only one region 
for an inheritance?  We have a lot of people because YHWH has blessed us. 
15 Joshua replied: If there are so many of you, go into the forest. Clear ground 
for yourselves there in the land of the Perizzites and Rephaim if the 
mountains of Ephraim are too confining for you.  
16 Joseph’s descendants responded: The mountains are not enough for us 
either.  Besides, all the Canaanites living in the valley in Beth Shean and its 
villages and in the valley of Jezreel have chariots made of iron.  
17 Then Joshua said to the descendants of Joseph, the tribes of Ephraim and 
Manasseh:  You are an important and very powerful people.  One region is 
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really not enough for you.  18 The mountain region will be yours as well.  It is 
a forest so you will have to clear it. All of it will be yours.  But you must force 
out the Canaanites even though they are strong and have chariots made of 
iron.  

Chapter 18 

OFFICAL DOCUMENT 4 

The Second Stage in Dividing the Land 
1 The whole congregation of Israel gathered at Shiloh and set up the tent of 
meeting there.  The land was under their control. 
2 There were still seven tribes in Israel who had not yet received any land as 
their inheritance.  3 So Joshua asked the Israelites:  How long are you going 
to waste time conquering the land which YHWH God of your ancestors has 
given you?   
4 Choose three men from each tribe, and I will send them out.  They will 
survey the land and write a description of it which shows the borders of their 
inheritance.  Then they will come back to me.  5 They will divide the land into 
seven parts.  Judah will stay within its territory in the south and Joseph’s 
descendants will stay within their territory in the north. 
6 You must describe the seven parts of the land and report to me here.  I will 
draw lots for you here in the presence of YHWH our God.  7 Levi’s tribe has 
no separate region among you, because their inheritance is to serve YHWH 
as priests.  The tribes of Gad and Reuben and half of the tribe of Manasseh 
have received the inheritance that YHWH’s servant Moses gave them on the 
east side of the Jordan River.” 
8 As the men got ready to go, Joshua ordered them to write a description of 
the land.  He said: Go survey the land.  Write a description of it, and return 
to me.  Then I will draw lots for you in the presence of YHWH here in 
Shiloh.  
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9 The men surveyed the land.  They described it in a book.  The land was 
divided into seven parts according to its cities.  Then they returned to Joshua 
at the camp at Shiloh.  10 So Joshua drew lots for them in the presence of 
YHWH in Shiloh.  There Joshua divided the land among the tribes of Israel. 

Benjamin’s Land  [ 45,600 Warriors ] 
11 The first lot was drawn for the families of the tribe of Benjamin.  Their 
territory lies between Judah’s and Joseph’s.  12 Their northern border starts at 
the Jordan, goes up the slope north of Jericho, west through the mountains, 
and ends at the desert of Beth Aven.  13 From there the border goes to the 
south slope of Luz now called Bethel.  Then the border goes down to 
Ataroth Addar over the mountains south of Lower Beth Horon.  14 The 
border turns and goes around on the west side, south of the mountain that 
faces Beth Horon, and ends at Kiriath Baal now called Kiriath Jearim, a city 
of Judah. 
15 The southern border begins just outside Kiriath Jearim and goes west, to 
the springs of Nephtoah.  16 Then the border descends to the foot of the 
mountain that overlooks the valley of Ben Hinnom, in the north end of the 
valley of Rephaim.  It descends to the valley of Hinnom, to the south slope 
of the city of Jebus Jerusalem, and down to En Rogel.  17 Then it turns north and 
goes to En Shemesh and from there to the region opposite the Adummim 
Pass.  It descends to the Rock of Bohan, son of Reuben. 
18 Then it continues on to the north side of the slope facing the plains and 
down into the plains.  19 The border continues to the north slope of Beth 
Hoglah and ends at the northern bay of the Dead Sea at the south end of the 
Jordan River.  This is its southern border.  20 The Jordan River is its eastern 
border.  These are the borders surrounding the inheritance given to 
Benjamin for its families. 
21 These are the 12 cities with their villages that belong to the tribe of 
Benjamin for its families: Jericho, Beth Hoglah, Emek Keziz, 22 Beth 
Arabah, Zemaraim, Bethel, 23 Avvim, Parah, Ophrah, 24 Chephar Ammoni, 
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Ophni, and Geba.  25 There were 14 other cities with their villages: Gibeon, 
Ramah, Beeroth, 26 Mizpeh, Chephirah, Mozah, 27 Rekem, Ir Peel, Taralah, 
28 Zela, Eleph, Jebus now called Jerusalem, Gibeath, and Kiriath.  This is 
Benjamin’s inheritance for its families. 

Chapter 19 

Simeon’s Land  [22,200 Warriors] 
1 The second lot was drawn for the families of the tribe of Simeon. Their 
inheritance was within Judah.  2 In their inheritance they received 13 cities and 
their villages: Beersheba or Sheba, Moladah, 3 Hazar Shual, Balah, Ezem, 
4 Eltolad, Bethul, Hormah, 5 Ziklag, Beth Marcaboth, Hazar Susah, 6 Beth 
Lebaoth, and Sharuhen.  7 There were four other cities with their villages: 
Ain, Rimmon, Ether, and Ashan.  8 All the villages around these cities as far 
as Baalath Beer and Ramath Negev were also included.  This is the 
inheritance of the tribe of Simeon for its families 
9 Simeon’s inheritance was a part of Judah’s because Judah had more land 
than it needed.  So Simeon received its inheritance inside Judah’s borders. 

Zebulun’s Land  [60,500 Warriors ] 
10 The third lot was drawn for the families descended from Zebulun. The 
border of their inheritance goes as far as Sarid.  11 Toward the west the border 
ascends to Maralah and touches Dabbesheth and the river near Jokneam.  
12 But from Sarid it turns directly east toward the border of Chisloth Tabor, 
on to Daberath, and then ascends toward Japhia.  13 From there it goes 
directly east to Gath Hepher, Eth Kazin, and Rimmon, where it turns to 
Neah. 
14 There the border turns north to Hannathon and ends at the valley of Iphtah 
El.  15 This also includes Kattath, Nahalal, Shimron, Idalah, and Bethlehem.  
There were 12 cities with their villages.  16 These cities with their villages are 
the inheritance given to the families descended from Zebulun. 

Issachar’s Land  [ 64,300 Warriors ] 
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17 The fourth lot was drawn for the families descended from Issachar.  18 Their 
territory included Jezreel, Chesulloth, Shunem, 19 Hapharaim, Shion, 
Anaharath, 20 Rabbith, Kishion, Ebez, 21 Remeth, En Gannim, En Haddah, 
and Beth Pazzez.  22 The border touches Tabor, Shahazimah, and Beth 
Shemesh and ends at the Jordan River.  There were 16 cities with their 
villages.  23 These cities with their villages are the inheritance for the families 
of the tribe of Issachar. 

Asher’s Land  [53,400 Warriors ] 
24 The fifth lot was drawn for the families of the tribe of Asher. 25 Their 
territory included Helkath, Hali, Beten, Achshaph, 26 Allammelech, Amad, 
and Mishal.  The border touches Carmel and Shihor Libnath in the west.  
27 Then it turns east to Beth Dagon and touches Zebulun and the valley of 
Iphtah El in the north and goes to Beth Emek and Neiel.  

From there it goes northward to Cabul, 28 Abdon, Rehob, Hammon, Kanah, 
and as far as Great Sidon.  29 Then it turns at Ramah and goes on to the 
fortified city of Tyre.  The border then turns to Hosah and ends at the 
Mediterranean Sea.  The territory includes Meheleb, Achzib, 30 Umma, 
Acco, Aphek, and Rehob.  There were 22 cities with their villages. 
31 These cities with their villages are the inheritance for the families of the 
tribe of Asher. 

Naphtali’s Land  [45,400 Warriors ] 
32 The sixth lot was drawn for the families descended from the tribe of 
Naphtali.  33 Their border starts from Heleph at the oak tree at Zaanannim.  
It continues to Adami Nekeb, Jabneel, to Lakkum, and ends at the Jordan 
River.  34 The border turns west to Aznoth Tabor, and from there to Hukok.  
It touches Zebulun in the south, Asher in the west, and Judah in the east at 
the Jordan.   
35 The fortified cities were Ziddim, Zer, Hammath, Rakkath, Chinnereth, 
36 Adamah, Ramah, Hazor,  37 Kedesh, Edrei, En Hazor, 38 Yiron, Migdal El, 
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Horem, Beth Anath, and Beth Shemeth.  There were 19 cities with their 
villages.  39 These cities with their villages are the inheritance for the families 
of the tribe of Naphtali. 

Dan’s Land  [64,400 Warriors ] 
40 The seventh lot was drawn for the families of the tribe of Dan. 41 The 
territory of their inheritance included Zorah, Eshtaol, Ir Shemesh, 
42 Shaalabbin, Aijalon, Ithlah, 43 Elon, Timnah, Ekron, 44 Eltekeh, 
Gibbethon, Baalath, 45 Jehud, Bene Berak, Gath Rimmon, 46 Me Jarkon, 
and Rakkon, with the border passing in front of Joppa.  47 The border of Dan 
extended beyond them.   

Dan’s descendants went up and attacked Leshem, captured it, and killed 
everyone there.  They took it, settled there, and renamed the city Dan after 
their ancestor Dan.  48 These cities with their villages are the inheritance for 
the families of the tribe of Dan. 

OFFICAL DOCUMENT 5 

Special Land for Joshua 
49 When they all had finally received the land they were to inherit, the people 
of Israel also gave land within their territory as an inheritance to Joshua, son 
of Nun.  50 They gave him the city he asked for, as YHWH had instructed 
them to do.  It was Timnath Serah in the mountains of Ephraim.  He rebuilt 
the city and lived there. 
51 This is the land that the tribes of Israel drew by lot.  The priest Eleazar, 
Joshua, son of Nun, and the leaders of the families divided the land by 
drawing lots.  They did this in Shiloh in the presence of YHWH at the 
entrance of the tent of eeting.  So they finished dividing the land. 

WHAT HAVE WE LEARNED SO FAR? 

This section contains the official documents by which the boundaries of the land were 
determined.  Remember that this land division was done before God.  Land was not to be sold 
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permanently.  Even if it was sold, in the Jubilee year– the 50th year – the title to the land returned 
to the original owner. 

And notice that this was only title to the land.  God gave the people the right to live in this land 
– to domicile in the land – only if they obeyed him.  If they did not obey him, he would throw 
them out of the land.  We will hear this again and again. 

The wilderness tabernacle was located at Shiloh.  These were the places where this tabernacle 
later traveled: 

Gilgal Joshua 5:10; 10:15, 43 
Shiloh Joshua 18:1, 9-10 
Bethel Judges 20:18-28 ???? 
Shiloh 1 Samuel 1:3 
Mizpah 1 Samuel 7:5-6 ???? 
Gilgal 1 Samuel 10:8; 13:8-10; 15:10-15 
Nob  1 Samuel 21:1-9; 22:11, 19 
Gibeon 1 Chronicles 16:39-40; 21:29; 1 Kings 3:4; 2 Chronicles 1:3 

We have learned that the first division of the land was first given to Judah, Ephraim, and the 
western tribe of Manasseh, less than 25% of the warriors.  The land east of the Jordan River was 
occupied by 18% of the warriors.  That meant that 57% of the warriors would occupy the 
remaining seven parts of land.  Some of the land distributed were Philistine city-states that were 
never conquered by either Judah or Dan. 

THINGS TO THINK ABOUT 

1.  Does this distribution of land seem to be fair? 

2.  The total number of warriors taken in the census when the Israelites arrived on the Plains of 
Moab opposite Jericho was 601,730: 

Reuben  43,730 
Simeon  22,200 
Gad   40,500 
Judah  76,500 
Issachar  64,300 
Zebulun  60,500 
Manasseh  52,700 
Ephraim  32,500 
Benjamin  45,600 
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Dan   64,400 
Asher  53,400 
Naphtali  45,400 

Although Judah was the largest tribe, Issachar, Dan, Zebulun, Asher were larger than 
Manasseh.  Why were Ephraim and Manasseh given priority? 

3.  In the seventh and final lot, Dan was given land near the Mediterranean sea.  Unfortunately, 
they could not drive the Philistines out.  So we learn in the Book of Judges that they were forced 
to move to the far north and take over the city of Laish there.  It was far from Sidon and 
independent.  Judges 18:27-29. Why was Dan treated in this horrible way? 

4.  Apparently, the tribe of Dan didn’t think it had been treated fairly so they set up an idol in 
their city.  Jonathan, Moses’ grandson, was their priest. Judges 18:30-31.  Later, when the tribes 
divided into the Northern Kingdom of Israel and the Southern Kingdom of Judah, the new 
king of the north, Rehoboam, set up two golden calf idols – one in Bethel and the other in Dan 
as they were still idolatrous.   Why didn’t the priests of Israel attempt to convert Dan back to 
belief in YHWH? 

5.  Notice that the division of land begins with that of Caleb and ends with Joshua.  Joshua is 
given land in the mountains of Ephraim.  How symbolic this entire affair is. 
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Session Five 

Levitical Cities and Cities of Refuge 
Joshua 20-21 

 

THE SCRIPTURE TEXT 

Chapter 20 

Six Cities of Refuge 
1 YHWH said to Joshua: 2 Tell the people of Israel: Now choose for 
yourselves the cities of refuge about which I spoke to you through Moses.  
3 Choose them so that anyone who unintentionally kills someone may run to 
them.  They will be a place of refuge from any relative who can avenge the 
death. 
4 A person who kills someone accidentally can run to one of these cities.  
There he will stand at the entrance to the city, where court is held, and 
present his case to the leaders of that city.  Then they will take him into their 
city and give him a place to live with them. 
5 If the relative who can avenge the death pursues him, the leaders must not 
hand him over to the relative because he didn’t intend to kill the other person.  
He didn’t even hate the person he killed.  6 The accused person may remain 
in that city until he can stand trial in front of the congregation or until 
whoever is high priest at that time dies.  Then he may go back to his home in 
the city from which he ran away.  
7 Kedesh in Galilee in the mountains of Naphtali, Shechem in the mountains 
of Ephraim, and Kiriath Arba (now called Hebron) in the mountains of 
Judah were chosen as cities of refuge.  8 Bezer on the desert plateau from the 
tribe of Reuben, Ramoth in Gilead from the tribe of Gad, and Golan in 
Bashan from the tribe of Manasseh were chosen as cities of refuge on the east 
side of the Jordan River, east of Jericho. 
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9 These are the cities chosen as cities of refuge for all Israelites, including the 
foreigners living among them.  Anyone who accidentally kills someone may 
escape to these cities.  Then he will not be handed over to the relative who 
can avenge a death before he stands trial in front of the congregation. 

Chapter 21 

OFFICAL DOCUMENT 6 

Cities for the Tribe of Levi 
1 Then the leaders of the families of Levi came to the priest Eleazar, to 
Joshua, son of Nun, and to the leaders of the families of the other Israelite 
tribes 2 at Shiloh in Canaan.  They said to them:  YHWH commanded 
through Moses that we should receive cities to live in and pasturelands for 
our livestock.  3 So, as YHWH had instructed, Levi’s descendants were given 
the following cities with pasturelands from the Israelites’ inheritance. 

These Are the Cities for the Priests 
4 These are the cities for the families of Kohath that were chosen by drawing 
lots.  These descendants of the priest Aaron the Levite received 13 cities from 
the tribes of Judah, Simeon, and Benjamin.  

These Are the Cities for the Levities 

 5 The rest of Kohath’s descendants received 10 cities from the families of the 
tribes of Ephraim and Dan and half of the tribe of Manasseh. 
6 Gershon’s descendants received 13 cities from the families of the tribes of 
Issachar, Asher, Naphtali, and half of the tribe of Manasseh in Bashan. 
7 Merari’s descendants received 12 cities for their families from the tribes of 
Reuben, Gad, and Zebulun.  8 The Israelites gave these cities with 
pasturelands to Levi’s descendants by drawing lots, as YHWH had 
commanded through Moses. 
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Cities for Kohath’s Descendants 
9 These are the names of the cities from the tribes of Judah and Simeon 10 that 
they gave Aaron’s descendants who were from the families of Kohath in the 
tribe of Levi.  Their lot was the first one drawn. 11 They gave them Kiriath 
Arba -- Arba was Anak’s father -- and the pastureland around it.  This is the 
city of Hebron located in the mountains of Judah.   
12 But they gave its fields and villages to Caleb, son of Jephunneh, as his 
possession.   

The Cities of the Priests 
13 So Judah and Simeon gave the following cities with pasturelands to the 
descendants of Aaron, the priest.  The nine cities from those two tribes were 
Hebron -- a city of refuge for murderers, Libnah, 14 Jattir, Eshtemoa, 
15 Holon, Debir, 16 Ain, Juttah, and Beth Shemesh.  17 The tribe of Benjamin 
also gave them four cities: Gibeon, Geba, 18 Anathoth, and Almon. 19 In all, 13 
cities with pasturelands were given to the priests, the descendants of Aaron. 

The Cities of the Levities from Kohath’s Descendants 
20 Cities were chosen by lot from the tribe of Ephraim to give to the rest of 
Levi’s descendants who were from the families of Kohath. 21 These four cities 
with pasturelands were Shechem -- a city of refuge for murderers in the 
mountains of Ephraim, Gezer,  22 Kibzaim, and Beth Horon.  23 The tribe of 
Dan gave them four cities: Eltekeh, Gibbethon, 24 Aijalon, and Gath 
Rimmon.  25 Half of the tribe of Manasseh gave them two cities with 
pasturelands: Taanach and Gath Rimmon.   26 In all, ten cities with 
pasturelands were given to the rest of the families of Kohath. 

Cities for Gershon’s Descendants 
27 They gave the families of Gershon’s descendants, who were in the tribe of 
Levi, two cities with pasturelands from half of the tribe of Manasseh: Golan 
in Bashan -- a city of refuge for murderers and Ashtaroth.  28 Four cities with 
pasturelands were also given to them from the tribe of Issachar: Kishion, 
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Daberath, 29 Jarmuth, and En Gannim.  30 Another four cities with 
pasturelands were given to them from the tribe of Asher: Mishal, 
Abdon, 31 Helkath, and Rehob.  32 Also three cities with pasturelands were 
given to them from the tribe of Naphtali: Kedesh in Galilee -- a city of refuge 
for murderers, Hammoth Dor, and Kartan.  33 In all, 13 cities with 
pasturelands were given to Gershon’s families. 

Cities for Merari’s Descendants 
34 To the families of Merari, who were from the tribe of Levi, the tribe of 
Zebulun gave four cities with pasturelands: Jokneam, Kartah, 35 Dimnah, 
and Nahalal.  36 The tribe of Reuben also gave them four cities with 
pasturelands: Bezer, Jahaz, 37 Kedemoth, and Mephaath.  38 The tribe of Gad 
also gave them four cities with pasturelands: Ramoth in Gilead -- a city of 
refuge for murderers, Mahanaim, 39 Heshbon, and Jazer.  40 All these cities 
belonged to the families of Merari.  They were the last of the families of Levi. 
These 12 cities were chosen by lot. 
41 Within the territory owned by the Israelites there were 48 cities in all for 
Levi’s descendants.  42 Each of these cities had its own pastureland around it. 

In the census there were 23,000 Levites over one month old. Numbers 26:62.  The priests and 
Levites were to instruct the people in the law and make decisions. 

43 So YHWH gave Israel the whole land he had sworn to give their ancestors.  
They took possession of it and settled there.  44 YHWH allowed them to 
have peace nuwach-rest on every side, as he had sworn with an oath to their 
ancestors.  Not one of their enemies stood up to them.  YHWH handed all 
their enemies over to them.  45 Every single good promise that YHWH had 
given the nation of Israel came true. 

This seems to be an overstatement considering the following history.  Many of the Canaanites 
did not submit to the Israelites—namely, the Philistines, Tyre, and Sidon. 

WHAT HAVE WE LEARNED SO FAR? 

This is the fourth occasion the writer says that God had given Israel rest.  Joshua 1:13, 15; 3:13; 
21:44.  He will mention rest  again in Joshua 22:4; 23:1.  The word rest  will not be mentioned at 
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all in the next book of the Hebrew bible, the Book of Judges.  The next time rest will be 
mentioned is just before YHWH makes a covenant with King David.  At that time, the writer 
says God had given Israel rest from its enemies. 2 Samuel 7:1   

THINGS TO THINK ABOUT 

1.  Only the tribes of Judah, Simeon, and Benjamin gave cities to the priests.  In 925 BC, ten of 
the tribes left to form the Northern Kingdom of Israel.  Two tribes were left to form the 
Southern Kingdom of Judah with a king descended from David.  Would the fact that all the 
priests lived in the land of Judah, Simeon, and Benjamin have affected this division? 
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Session Six 

Joshua Blesses the Tribes Living East of the Jordan 
River 
Joshua 22 

 

THE SCRIPTURE TEXT 

Chapter 22 
1 Joshua summoned the tribes of Reuben and Gad and half of the tribe of 
Manasseh.  2 He said to them: You have done everything YHWH’s servant 
Moses commanded you.  

[ Moses answered: Do what you have said.  In YHWH’s presence have all 
your armed men get ready for battle.  Have them cross the Jordan and 
fight until YHWH forces out his enemies and the land is conquered.  
Then you may come back.  You will have fulfilled your military duty to 
YHWH and Israel.  This land will be your own property in YHWH’s 
presence. Numbers 32:20-22 ] 

You have also obeyed me in everything I commanded you.  3 All this time to 
this day, you have never deserted your relatives.  You have carefully kept the 
commands of YHWH your God. 
4 Now YHWH your God has given your relatives peace nuwach-rest as he 
promised them.  So return home to the land that is your own possession.  It 
is the land that YHWH’s servant Moses gave you east of the Jordan River.   
5 Carefully follow the commands and teachings that YHWH’s servant Moses 
gave you.  Love YHWH your God, follow his directions, and keep his 
commands.  Be loyal to him, and serve him with all your heart and soul. 

 6 Then Joshua blessed them.  He sent them on their way and they went to 
their homes. 
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7 Moses had given land in Bashan as an inheritance to half of Manasseh and 
Joshua had given the other half of the tribe their land with their relatives west 
of the Jordan.   

When Joshua sent them home, he blessed them.  8 He also said to them: 
Return to your homes with your vast wealth, large herds of livestock, silver, 
gold, bronze, iron, and loads of clothing.  Divide the loot from your enemies 
with your relatives.  

An Altar for YHWH Is Built East of the Jordan River 
9 So the tribes of Reuben and Gad and half of the tribe of Manasseh left the 
rest of the Israelites at Shiloh in Canaan.  They returned to Gilead.   

The Israelites will refer to the land east of the Jordan as the land of Gilead. 

This was their own possession which they had captured as YHWH had 
instructed them through Moses.  10 Reuben, Gad, and half of the tribe of 
Manasseh came to the region of the Jordan that was still in Canaan.  They 
built an altar by the Jordan River. The altar was very large and highly visible. 

The Israelites Are Incensed the Eastern Tribes Have Built an Altar 
11 The rest of the Israelites heard about it and said: See there. Reuben, Gad, 
and half of the tribe of Manasseh have built an altar at the border of Canaan.  
It’s in the region near the Jordan River on Israel’s side <the western side>. 12 When 
the people of Israel heard about it, the whole congregation of Israel gathered 
at Shiloh.  They intended to wage war against them. 
13 The Israelites sent Phinehas, son of the priest Eleazar, to the tribes of 
Reuben and Gad and half of the tribe of Manasseh in Gilead.  14 Ten leaders, 
one from each tribe in Israel, went with him. Each man was a leader of a 
household and head of a family division in Israel.  15 When they arrived these 
leaders said to the people of Gilead:  

Note that the Israelites don’t call these people Israelites but the people of Gilead.  They are 
already considered different from a normal Israelite. 
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16 All of YHWH’s congregation is asking: What is this faithless act you have 
committed against the God of Israel?  Today you have turned away from 
following YHWH by building an altar for yourselves.  Today you have 
rebelled against YHWH.  
17 Does the sin we committed at Peor mean nothing to us anymore?  Didn’t 
we cleanse ourselves from it?  Because of that sin there was a plague on 
YHWH’s congregation. 

God had killed 24,000 Israelites at Baal Peor. Numbers 25:9 

18 You have turned away from following YHWH.  Today you rebel against 
YHWH and tomorrow he will be angry with the whole congregation of 
Israel.  19 If your land is unclean, come over here to YHWH’s land.  YHWH’s 
tent <of meeting> is standing here.  Take some property for yourselves among 
us.  Don’t rebel against YHWH or against us by building an altar for 
yourselves in addition to the altar of YHWH our God.   
20 Didn’t Achan, son of Zerah, act faithlessly with the things claimed by 
YHWH?  Didn’t YHWH become angry with the whole congregation of 
Israel?  Achan wasn’t the only one who died because of his sin. Joshua 7:5 
21 Then the tribes of Reuben and Gad and half of the tribe of Manasseh 
answered the heads of the divisions of Israel.  22 They said: YHWH ‘el ‘elohiym 
is the only true God.  YHWH ‘el ‘elohiym is the only true God.  He knows, so 
let Israel know.   

If our act is rebellious or unfaithful to YHWH, 23 don’t spare us today. If we 
built an altar with the intention of no longer following him, and if we built it 
for making burnt offerings, grain offerings, or fellowship offerings, let 
YHWH punish us. 

[ Tell them: If Israelites or foreigners make burnt offerings or sacrifices 
but do not bring them to the entrance of the tent of meeting to offer them 
to YHWH, they must be excluded from the people. Leviticus 17:8 ] 
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24 We were worried because of the situation we’re in.  We thought sometime 
in the future your children might say to our children: What relationship do 
you have with YHWH God of Israel?  25 YHWH has made the Jordan River 
a dividing line between us and you, the descendants of Reuben and Gad.  
You have no connection with YHWH.  So your descendants would stop our 
descendants from worshiping YHWH.  
26 Then we said: Let’s build an altar for ourselves.  It will not be for burnt 
offerings or sacrifices 27 but it will stand as a witness between us for 
generations to come.  It will stand as a witness that we may worship in the 
presence of YHWH with our burnt offerings, sacrifices, and fellowship 
offerings.  Then your descendants cannot say to our descendants: You have 
no connection with YHWH.   
28 So we thought, if this statement is made to us or to our descendants in the 
future, we will answer: Look at the model of YHWH’s altar our ancestors 
made.  They didn’t make it for burnt offerings or sacrifices, but to stand as a 
witness between us.  
29 It would be unthinkable for us to rebel against YHWH or to turn back 
today from following YHWH by building an altar for burnt offerings, grain 
offerings, or sacrifices in addition to the altar of YHWH our God that is in 
front of his tent <of meeting>. 
30 When the priest Phinehas, the leaders of the congregation, and the heads 
of the divisions of Israel heard what the tribes of Reuben, Gad, and 
Manasseh said, they were satisfied.  31 Then Phinehas, son of the priest 
Eleazar, said to the tribes of Reuben, Gad, and Manasseh: Today we know 
YHWH is among us, because you did not commit an unfaithful act against 
YHWH.  Now you have rescued the people of Israel from YHWH’s 
punishment.  
32 Then Phinehas, son of the priest Eleazar, and the leaders returned from 
Reuben and Gad in Gilead to Israel in Canaan and gave them the report.  
33 The people of Israel were satisfied with the report.  So they praised God 
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and didn’t talk anymore about going to war against Reuben and Gad and 
destroying the land where they were living. 
34 The tribes of Reuben and Gad gave the altar a name: Witness Between Us 
That YHWH Is the Only True God. 

WHAT HAVE WE LEARNED SO FAR? 

This chapter explains the reason many thought that Moses was wrong to allow 2 ½ tribes of 
Israel not to settle in God’s holy land.  God described the land given to the descendants of 
Abraham: 

[ At that time YHWH made a promise to Abram.  He said: I will give this 
land to your descendants.  This is the land from the river of Egypt to the 
great river, the Euphrates.  It is the land of Kenites, the Kenizzites, the 
Kadmonites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Rephaim, the Amorites, the 
Canaanites, the Girgashites, and the Jebusites. Genesis 15:18-20 ] 

[ I will establish your borders from the Red Sea to the Mediterranean Sea 
<sea of the Philistines> and from the Sinai Desert to the Euphrates River. 
Exodus 23:31 ] 

 [ YHWH said to Moses: Give the Israelites these instructions.  When you 
enter Canaan, the land that will be given to you as your inheritance has 
these borders: 

The southern side includes part of the Desert of Zin along the border of 
Edom. In the east the southern border starts from the end of the Dead Sea 
and turns south of the Akrabbim Pass.  It then goes past Zin and ends at 
Kadesh Barnea.  From there it goes to Hazar Addar and on to Azmon.  
From Azmon it turns toward the River of Egypt so that the border ends 
at the Mediterranean Sea.  The western border is the coastline of the 
Mediterranean Sea. 

The northern border extends from the Mediterranean Sea to Mount Hor 
and from Mount Hor to the border of Hamath so that it ends at Zedad.   

From there the border goes to Ziphron and ends at Hazar Enan. 
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The eastern border extends from Hazar Enan to Shepham. From 
Shepham the border goes down to Riblah, east of Ain, and continues 
along the eastern slope of the Sea of Galilee.  Then the border goes along 
the Jordan River so that it ends at the Dead Sea.  This will be your land 
and the borders around it. Numbers 34:1-12 ] 

[ At Mount Horeb, YHWH our God said to us: You have stayed at this 
mountain long enough.  Break camp and get ready.  Go to the mountain 
region of the Amorites, and go to everything living on the plains, in the 
mountains, in the foothills, in the Negev, on the whole Mediterranean 
Coast – the land of the Canaanites --  and into Lebanon as far as the 
Euphrates River.  I’m giving you this land.  Enter and take possession of 
the land YHWH swore to give to your ancestors Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, and to you, their descendants. Deuteronomy 1:6-8 ] 

[ I will give you every place on which you set foot.  Your borders will be 
from the desert to Lebanon, from the Euphrates River to the 
Mediterranean Sea. Deuteronomy 11:24 ] 

[ Your borders will be the desert, on the south, nearby Lebanon to the 
Euphrates River on the north, and the Mediterranean Sea on the west. 
Joshua 1:4 ] 

Only in Numbers 34 is the Jordan River mentioned as a boundary.  However, in the narrative 
in Numbers 32, it is implied that the tribes of Reuben and Gad knew that their land was outside 
the Promised Land.  They said to Moses: 

[  Please give us this land as our property.  Don’t make us cross the Jordan 
River.  Moses asked the tribes of Gad and Reuben: Are you going to stay 
while the rest of the Israelites go to war?  That might discourage them 
from entering the land YHWH has given them. Numbers 32:5-7 ] 

Both Moses and the tribes knew this land of Gilead was outside the Promised land although 
the Jordan River is mentioned in only one of these boundary descriptions. 
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THINGS TO THINK ABOUT 

1.  There was a city in Israel’s territory east of the Jordan called Mahanaim.  This became a well-
known place in Israel’s history.   

a)  After Jacob left his uncle Laban in Haran traveling south back to Israel in the mountains 
of Gilead, God’s angels met him.  When Jacob saw them, Jacob said this is God’s camp.  So 
Jacob named that place Mahanaim. Genesis 32:1-2 

b)  When King Saul and his sons were killed by the Philistines on Mount Gilboa, his general, 
Abner, escaped from the battle and made Saul’s remaining son Ish-baal king with a capital 
at Mahanaim. 2 Samuel 2:8-9 

c)  When King David’s son, Absalom, came to Jerusalem to take the kingdom away from his 
father, David fled with his army to Mahanaim. 2 Samuel 17:24 

These are the only times Mahanaim is mentioned in the Bible.  But it must have been a 
remarkable and well-known place.  
2.  Was Moses right to give this land outside the Promised Land to the tribes? 

3.  After Moses had decided the tribes of Reuben and Gad could live on the east side of the 
Jordan, he gave this command: 

Moses gave a command to the high priest Eleazar, Joshua, son of Nun, and 
the family heads of the tribes of Israel:  Moses said to them: If the tribes of 
Gad and Reuben get ready for battle in YHWH’s presence and cross the 
Jordan River with you and you conquer the land, give them Gilead as their 
property.  If they don’t get ready for battle and go with you, the land they will 
take possession of must be in Canaan with yours. Numbers 32:28-30 

Doesn’t this sound like Moses thought God expected all of his people would be living in the 
land of Canaan, which does not include land east of the Jordan?  Allowing these two tribes to 
do this is an exception to God’s plan.  Why is Moses doing this?  Is he modifying God’s plan for 
his people? 

4.  The land east of the Jordan was not very defensible.  Note that there were three cities of 
refuge on the east side of the Jordan and only three cities of refuge on the entire west side of the 
Jordan, the entire land of Canaan. Joshua 20:7-8.  What does this say about the danger of living 
in this eastern land? 
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5.  The people of Gilead built the altar on the west side of the Jordan.  Why didn’t they build it 
on the east side where they live? 

6.  Why did the tribes of Reuben and Gad want to live on the east side of the Jordan River. 
Numbers 32:1-5.  How did they know that the land on the west side of the Jordan wouldn’t 
provide them the same opportunity? 
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Session Seven 

Joshua’s Farewell Speech and Death 
Joshua 23-24 

 

THE SCRIPTURE TEXT 

Chapter 23 

A Reminder to Follow Moses’ Teachings 
1 A long time afterward <Canaan had been conquered for 23 years>, YHWH gave the 
Israelites peace nuwach-rest with all their enemies around them.  Joshua was old 
<110 years old>, near the end of his life.  2 So he called all the leaders, chiefs, 
judges, and officers of Israel together.  He said to them: I am old, near the 
end of my life.  3 You have seen for yourselves everything YHWH your God 
did to all those nations.  YHWH your God fought for you.  
4 I have given you the territory of the nations that still remain as an 
inheritance for your tribes.  This includes the territory of all the nations I have 
already destroyed from the Jordan River westward to the Mediterranean 
Sea.  5 YHWH your God will expel them right in front of your eyes and force 
them out of your way.  You will take their land as YHWH your God told 
you. 
6 Now you must be very strong to keep and to do everything written in the 
Book of Moses’ Teachings.  Don’t turn away from them. 7 Don’t get mixed 
up with the nations left in your territory.  Don’t ever mention the names of 
their gods or swear an oath to them.  Don’t ever serve their gods or bow 
down to them.  8 But you must be loyal to YHWH your God, as you have 
been until now. 
9 YHWH has forced important and powerful nations out of your way. Not 
one person has ever been able to stand up to you.  10 One of you used to chase 
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a thousand.  That was because YHWH your God was fighting for you, as he 
had promised you.  11 Be very careful to love YHWH your God. 
12 “But if you turn away and go along with the other nations within your 
borders, if you intermarry with them or associate with them, 13 then you 
should know that YHWH your God will never again force these people out 
of your way.  Instead, they will be a snare and a trap for you, a whip laid to 
your sides, and thorns in your eyes until none of you are left in this good land 
that YHWH your God has given you. 
14  Pay attention because I will soon die like everyone else.  You know with all 
your heart and soul that not one single promise dabar-word which YHWH your 
God has given you has ever failed to come true.  Every single word has come 
true. 
15 “Every good word YHWH your God has promised you has come true for 
you.  In the same way, YHWH will bring about every evil curse until he has 
destroyed you from this good land that he has given you.  16 When you ignore 
the conditions placed on you by YHWH your God and follow other gods, 
serve them and bow down to them, YHWH will be angry with you.  Then 
you will quickly disappear from the good land he has given you.  

Joshua reiterates that YHWH has given title to the land to Abraham’s descendants, but he has 
given domicile – the ability to live in the land -- only to those who obey him and trust him. 

Chapter 24 

Joshua Conducts a Second Covenant Renewal Ceremony at Shechem 
1 Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel together at Shechem.  He called 
together Israel’s leaders, chiefs, judges, and officers and they presented 
themselves to God. 
2 Joshua said to all the people: This is what YHWH God of Israel says: 
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God Relates the Story of Bringing Abraham to Canaan 

Long ago your ancestors, Terah and his sons, Abraham and Nahor, lived 
on the other side of the Euphrates River and served other gods.  3 But I 
God took your ancestor Abraham from the other side of the Euphrates 
River.  I led him through all of Canaan and gave him many descendants.  
I also gave him Isaac.  4 To Isaac I gave Jacob and Esau.  I gave Esau the 
mountains in Seir as his own.  However, Jacob and his sons went to 
Egypt. 

YHWH is saying that at one time Abraham worshiped idols. 

God Relates the Story of Crossing the Red Sea 
5 Then I sent Moses and Aaron, and I struck Egypt with plagues. Later, I 
led you out.  6 When I led your ancestors out of Egypt, you came to the sea.  
The Egyptians with their chariots and horsemen chased your ancestors to 
the Red Sea.  7 When your ancestors cried out to YHWH, he put darkness 
between you and the Egyptians.  He made the sea flow back and cover 
them.  You saw for yourselves what I did to Egypt.  Then you lived in the 
desert for a long time <40 years>. 

God Relates the Story of Balaam 
8 “After that I brought you to the land of the Amorites <Og and Sihon>, who 
lived on the east side of the Jordan River.  They fought you.  However, I 
handed them over to you.  So you took their land, and I destroyed them in 
front of you.  9 Then Balak, son of King Zippor of Moab, fought Israel.  
He summoned Balaam, son of Beor, to curse you.  10 But I refused to listen 
to Balaam.  All he could do was bless you.  So I saved you from his power. 

God Relates the Story of Entering Canaan 
11 “Then you crossed the Jordan River and came to Jericho.  The citizens 
of Jericho, the Amorites, Perizzites, Canaanites, Hittites, Girgashites, 
Hivites, and Jebusites, fought you.  But I handed them over to you.  12 I 
sent hornets ahead of you to force out the two kings of the Amorites ahead 
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of you.  These things didn’t happen because of your battle skills or fighting 
ability.  13 So I gave you a land that you hadn’t farmed, cities to live in that 
you hadn’t built, vineyards and olive groves that you hadn’t planted.  So 
you ate all you wanted. 

Joshua Warns Israel 
14 Fear YHWH, and serve him with integrity and faithfulness.  Get rid of 
the gods your ancestors served on the other side of the Euphrates River 
and in Egypt, and serve only YHWH.  15 But if you don’t want to serve 
YHWH, then choose today whom you will serve.  Even if you choose the 
gods your ancestors served on the other side of the Euphrates or the gods 
of the Amorites in whose land you live, my family and I will still serve 
YHWH.  

The People Pledge to Serve Only YHWH 
16 The people responded: It would be unthinkable for us to abandon YHWH 
to serve other gods.  17 YHWH our God brought us and our ancestors out of 
slavery in Egypt.  He did these spectacular signs right before our eyes.  He 
guarded us wherever we went, especially as we passed through other 
nations.  18 YHWH forced out all the people ahead of us, including the 
Amorites who lived in this land. We, too, will serve YHWH, because he is 
our God. 

Joshua Again Warns the People 
19 But Joshua answered the people: Since YHWH is a holy God, you can’t 
possibly serve him.  He is a God who does not tolerate rivals. He will not 
forgive your rebellious acts and sins.  20 If you abandon YHWH and serve 
foreign gods, he will turn and bring disaster on you.  He will destroy you, 
although he has been so good to you.  

Again the People Pledge to Serve Only YHWH 
21 The people answered Joshua: No.  We will only serve YHWH. 
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22 Joshua said to the people: You have testified that you have chosen to serve 
YHWH.  

They answered: Yes, we have. 
23 Get rid of the foreign gods that are among you.  Turn yourselves entirely 
over to YHWH God of Israel.  
24 The people replied to Joshua: We will serve YHWH our God and obey 
him.  

So, in the same way the people agreed to do all that YHWH said during the covenant ceremony 
Moses conducted at Mount Sinai Exodus 24, the people three times agreed to serve only 
YHWH. 

25 That day Joshua made an agreement for the people and set up laws and 
rules for them at Shechem.  26 Joshua wrote these things in the Book of God’s 
Teachings.   

Then he took a large stone and set it up under the oak tree at YHWH’s holy 
place.  27 Joshua told all the people: This stone will stand as a witness for us.  
It has heard all the words which YHWH spoke to us.  It will stand as a 
witness for you.  You cannot deceive your God.  28 Then Joshua sent the 
people away, each to his own property. 

The Deaths of Joshua and Eleazar 
29 After these events, YHWH’s servant Joshua, son of Nun, died.  He was 110 
years old.   

Joshua was the same age as Joseph when he died. Genesis 50:26 

30 He was buried on his own land at Timnath Serah in the mountains of 
Ephraim north of Mount Gaash. 
31 Israel served YHWH as long as Joshua and the older leaders, who outlived 
him and who knew everything YHWH had done for Israel, were alive. 
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32 Joseph’s bones, which the people of Israel had brought from Egypt, were 
buried at Shechem.  They were placed in the plot of ground Jacob had 
bought from the sons of Hamor, father of Shechem, for 100 pieces of silver.  
The plot was inherited by Joseph’s descendants. 

Joseph had requested just before he died that his bones be buried in Canaan. Genesis 50:25.  
Jacob had purchased this land from the Canaanites and set up an altar there naming it: God Is 
the God of Israel. Genesis 33:19 

33 Aaron’s son, Eleazar <the high priest>, also died.  He was buried on the hill that 
had been given to his son Phinehas in the mountains of Ephraim. 

WHAT HAVE WE LEARNED SO FAR? 

The Israelites had first conducted a covenant renewal ceremony at Shechem after having 
destroyed Jericho and Ai. Joshua 8:30-35.  This was the first place Abraham had built an altar 
to YHWH when he first came to Canaan. Genesis12:7.  Moses had commanded this in 
Deuteronomy 27:3-7; 11-13. 

So now Joshua conducts a second covenant renewal ceremony.  He reads the Towrah which 
was contained in the ark of the covenant and the people agreed to obey it.  Then Joshua dies at 
age 110. 

The tent of meeting was not placed at Shechem but at Shiloh. Joshua 18:1  

[ Every year YHWH’s festival is held at Shiloh.  Shiloh is north of Bethel, 
east of the highway going from Bethel to Shechem and south of Lebonah. 
Judges 21:19 ] 

Apparently the three annual pilgrim festivals were also celebrated there.  

THINGS TO THINK ABOUT 

1.  Why was a covenant renewal ceremony so important?  We do not have a record that Israel 
did this at Shechem every year.  Instead, a festival was held at Shiloh where the tent of meeting 
was located.  Would the Towrah have been read there? 

2.  The generation that lived under Joshua was probably the most faithful generation of Israel 
to God.  Why is this?  How long did Joshua lead Israel? 

3.  What is the biggest mistake Joshua made in his career? 
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4.  Review the history of Shechem.  What is the most important reason the covenant renewal 
ceremony should be held there.  The wilderness tabernacle is at Shiloh. 

5.  Review the chapters of Genesis where God called Abraham.  Where was  Abraham located 
when God called him?  Note that Abraham, his father and brother were serving other gods on 
the other side of the Euphrates River. 

6.  In Joshua 24:7, Joshua says some of those men standing there saw God’s plagues fall on 
Egypt.  How old were they?  Did this include Joshua and Caleb?  Were there others? 

7.  Joshua points out the difficulties the Israelites would have in following YHWH in their own 
strength.   

[ Since YHWH is a holy God, you can’t possibly serve him.  He is a God 
who does not tolerate rivals.  He will not forgive your rebellious acts and 
sins. Joshua 24:19 ]  

How then can the Israelites serve YHWH? 

8.  In the same way the Israelites vowed to do all God said three times at Mount Sinai, Exodus 
19:8; 24:3, 7, they also did so here.  What is the significance of doing this three times? 

9.  When he had finished the covenant renewal ceremony, Joshua set up a large stone at 
YHWH’s holy place miqdash-sanctuary. Joshua 24:6. This apparently was the oak tree where 
Abraham had built his altar Genesis 12:6-7 and where Jacob had buried the idols of his family. 
Genesis 35:2-4.  Why then was the wilderness tabernacle moved from Shechem to Shiloh? 

10.  Today,  modern Israelites gather on May 5 at the rock hewn cave and half-oval stone at the 
Arab village of Kifl Hares to honor the burial site of Joshua and Caleb.  Why do three burials 
close the Book of Joshua? 

11.  Some say that the high point of Israel’s history was reached in this covenant renewal 
ceremony at Shechem.  Why do they say this?  Do you see a different high point? 

12.  Develop a short practical message we can learn from the Book of Joshua. 
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